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**************************************************************** !!
PROGRAMME  ~ ~ ~  from Diana:!!

“On WEDNESDAY SEPTEMBER 23 we welcome back Robert Hesketh, who will be talking about !!!
SMUGGLING IN DEVON, the Truth Behind the Fiction  !!

“Between 1700 and 1850 smuggling became a huge industry in Devon, with the majority of Devonians 
taking an active part  through profiting or at least colluding in it.  Perhaps some of your ancestors might 
have been involved!! !!
“Our last talk for the year will be on WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 25.  Professor Malcolm Hart will be 
giving an illustrated talk on ! !

THE GEOLOGY, LANDSCAPE AND SCENERY OF SOUTH EAST DEVONSHIRE!!
“The geology of the area which includes rocks of Triassic to the Cretaceous age, between 250 and 86 
million years ago, influences the landscape, a product of the changing climate, fluctuating sea levels and 
the processes happening while northern Britain was being glaciated.  Part of the area enjoys AONB status 
and must be valued for both its scientific importance and enjoyment by a community that appreciates its 
significance.  Professor Hart will elaborate! !!
“Both events are in the Methodist Hall, Chapel Road starting at 7.30pm and we look forward to!
seeing you all there.  (Entry £3.50 for members;  £4 for non-members including refreshments.)   !!
“Diary date for 2016:   On SATURDAY APRIL 23, 2016 Lympstone History Society will host the 
Spring Meeting of the Devon History Society, in the Village Hall.   Details of talks, walks, exhibition and 
more will be available early in the New Year.”!!
**************************************************************** 
CHAIRMAN’S CHAT  ~ ~ ~  from Gary !
“Over the past couple of years, one of the principle objectives we have set ourselves has been to increase 
the involvement of more of our members in actively researching our local history, as you will read in Jenny’s 
article on page two.  You will also have read (above) Diana’s comment on the opportunity that has been 
afforded to our Society of hosting the Devon History Society Spring Meeting next April.!!
“Whilst this may seem to be some time away, we have already started to organise the various elements of 
the day that need to be arranged in order to make the event the success we all know it can be.  To this end, 
and also to provide more scope for members to get involved, I’d like to extend the invitation to all Society 
members to participate in this project.  Whether it be as a keynote speaker or helping with the catering or 
simply setting up the exhibits on the day, we would be extremely grateful for your assistance.!!
“If you’d like to volunteer please have a word with one of the Committee members.”!!
Gary McNulty!!
****************************************************************

NICK BREADING PHOTOGRAPHY TROPHY!!
You will remember, I hope, that we gave this cup to the Garden Club in memory of Nick, who sadly died of 
cancer and whose wife Jacqui gave the Society his magnificent portfolio of studies of local people.   This 
year the trophy has been won by BRIAN CARROLL with a really stunning photograph of a dragonfly, in the 
category “Visitors to the Garden”, and the photograph was good enough to win the overall Best in the 
Photography Section award.  Brian tells me he took the photograph only a short while ago, when his wife 
Linda spotted the dragonfly outside their window.  The cup was presented with the rest of the trophies at 
the Flower and Vegetable Show on Saturday last, August 22.  Congratulations, Brian, from us all.!!
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THE WATERFRONT RESEARCH GROUP  ~ ~ ~  by Jenny!
   

[Details of the formation and first meetings of this group were in the December 2014 Newsletter.]!!!
“What has happened on our waterfront over the centuries?  What activities have gone on there?  This informal group, 
whose members individually have chosen to pursue research on particular aspects of the waterfront history, has met 
on a number of occasions and the meetings have been rich ‘sharing places’, with each of us talking about our 
interests.  The general idea is that people involved follow aspects of waterfront history according to their interests, and 
at their own pace.  There is no pressure.  We are driven by interest. We have not a particular outcome in mind but 
some possibilities are an exhibition, a booklet, information boards or a themed walk or just a loose collection of notes 
on different projects.!!
“In earlier times, it is likely that the waterfront was to some extent separate from the village.  In some places it is 
referred to as Lympstone Strand.  The main village was located nearer to the church.  On the seafront then there was 
a cluster of fishing cellars made of cob or wood or stone, where fishermen kept boats or sails.  Fishing would have 
been an occupation alongside farming or other work. Some of the cellars were latterly made habitable and became 
the bases of some of the houses on the current waterfront.  !

“As we have started to think about the waterfront, we have realised its significance as a place of work as well as 
changing environment. Think….!

! Quite large ships were built.  Some would have taken up a lot of the beach area.  There was much repairing of 
! ships and boats.!

There were small and larger boat fishing activities.  The pilchard industry was important in the Exe for a while, 
and people would have been standing at look out points, searching for the shoals.   As today, fish were sold 
on the seafront or transported from the waterfront.!

Ships sailed in and beached with coal to fire the lime kilns.  Firing up the lime kilns was smelly, noisy and hot 
(though you might get your bread baked).!

At night smugglers brought in their hauls.  Many villagers would have been involved in some smuggling.!

Piracy was continuously a threat to any seaside villages or to those on the sea.  There were notorious local 
pirates or the French…!

In the 1500’s onwards, in spring women said goodbye to husbands and sons who sailed across the Atlantic 
(2000 miles) in iceberg season to fish for cod, and then came back in the autumn to spend the winter working 
on the land.!

In Victorian times, city people discovered the seaside and learned to value tourism at the seaside.  They came 
on the new trains and some would have stayed in Lympstone and walked the waterfront.!

At different times, people washed in the sea, swam.  There are the modern boating leisure activities.!

People have painted and sketched at the waterfront, valuing its picturesque scenery.!

There was trading – wool was particularly important as an export from Devon.!

There was a whaling industry at Parsonage Stile.!

There were floods, storms and fires at the seafront.!

The railway was built – noise, dirt, navvies.  Houses were demolished to make space for the railway and the 
station.  This affected many lives, trades and activities and it changed the shape of our waterfront.!

“Some of these areas of waterfront activity have been subject to our research.  Pat Clewer has done some great work 
in collecting old pictures (paintings and sketches) of Lympstone waterfront (searching them out in the Devon Heritage 
Centre, museums and art galleries etc).  The search continues so if anyone knows of any more pictures….   Pat has 
recently also been researching the lime burning activities on the waterfront.  Others have looked at the effects of the 
railway being built, on the cod fishing connections with Newfoundland.  The Digitisation Group is another valuable 
recent development within the Society, cataloguing our records – which are considerable and which do obviously 
contain much information on the waterfront.!

“If anyone is interested in joining the group and doing a bit of research on aspects of the waterfront following their own 
interest, they would be very welcome.  We meet in a house every couple of months (evening meetings).”!

Jenny Moon – 01395 76569 or jennyamoon@gmail.com.    ********************************over / 3!



	 	 	 	 

2015 AGM REPORT  ~ ~ ~  from Julie!!
At the AGM on May 27 we said our goodbyes and sincere thank-yous to two retiring committee members: Barbara 
Duffield and Richard Giles, and welcomed the two new members who had been co-opted earlier: Bobby Brunt and 
Pat Clewer, both of whom are already doing sterling work for the Society.  The rest of the AGM was very brief; 
basically just reports on the year’s activities and the election of the Office Bearers and Committee (see full list at end 
of Newsletter), plus one change proposed by the Committee which required a members’ vote: the raising of the 
Society’s joining fee to £10 for all regardless of age (it was previously £5 for senior citizens). This was passed.!!
In his report Chairman Gary repeated his hopes of encouraging more active involvement of our members.  However, 
there were only 20 members present - of whom 10 were committee members - out of 126.  This was sad for Jenny 
Moon, whose interesting talk on the Newfoundland Fishing Trade which followed the AGM was illustrated by some 
super photographs.   To make the efforts and work of the committee worth while, please, if you have any ideas on how 
to improve this situation, or ideas for what you would like us to provide, or what you DON’T want! - do let us know 
(anonymously, if you like, by a typewritten note through the door of any committee member. . .).!!
**************************************************************** !!
LYMPSTONE SHOPS BOOK  ~ ~ ~  from Angela!!
“Sadly the Lympstone Shops Book has been delayed going to the printers; however on a positive note the 
delay enabled me to add chapters on the Blacksmiths and Builders.  When it does appear the book, in 
paperback form, with black and white photos, takes the route from Jubilee Stores on the Main Road down 
through the village to Tozer’s at the bottom of what was known as Cox’s Hill, now Sowden Lane.  !!
“With chapters on differing trades and shops along the way, including the silver-plater and the chemist, we 
are grateful to all the people connected to the businesses, many of whom have passed on their memories 
and shared their photos.  The foreword has been written by a Lympstone gentleman, the proof-reading the 
same, with the cover specially designed by a Lympstone lady much in demand.  All in all this has been a 
village effort, researched and put together by Harland Walshaw and myself.  Hopefully we will see the book 
for sale soon and I will be able to acknowledge those persons in the proper way.!!
“All that’s left to say is - watch this space.” !!
Angela Coles!!
****************************************************************                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

MISCELLANEOUS NEWS!!!!!!
MEMBERSHIP - We welcome one new member who joined at the AGM: Andrew Mackereth.  Sadly, however, we also 
have to report the death of David Goddard of The Mill; he will be very much missed and our sincere condolences go 
to Sue and the family.  An extensive obituary appeared in the Daily Telegraph and I (Julie) have a copy.   !!!!
MEMBERSHIP CARDS - We have introduced these cards, which we would ask you to bring with you in future, in 
order to maintain a more accurate record of attendance. If you don’t already have yours, please remember to collect 
them at our next event, to make sure you are only paying the members’ fees and not the more expensive non-
members’ fees!!!!!
NEW BOOK - The new edition of The Houses of Lympstone by Rosemary Smith and Harland Walshaw was 
successfully launched on July 17 at Sowden Lodge, off Courtlands Lane.  This was a rare chance to see the house 
and delightful grounds in their superb position above the estuary and we enjoyed wine and delicious nibbles as 
well. . .   The book will be on sale at our events, and elsewhere too, of course. !!!!
ARCHIVES - The Digitisation Group now has a lot more work with the acquisition of the material passed on from 
Rosemary Smith’s house, but already we have a superb database created by Mary Turner.  If anyone has ANY 
material relating to Lympstone’s history we would be extremely pleased to receive it, and if you wish to keep original 
items we can copy them for our archives.!!
****************************************************************
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