
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF LYMPSTONE PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT 7.30PM 

ON MONDAY 15th SEPTEMBER- 2014 IN THE VILLAGE HALL.  

 

PRESENT: Councillors: P Acca  C Carter 

  D Atkins R Eastley 

  J Bailey R Estcourt 

  Mrs D Beatty Mrs K Rogers 

  Mrs J Clark Mrs T Scott 

 

Also Present:   1 member of the Public. 

 

Apologies: Cllr R Longhurst  

 

 PUBLIC SESSION 

There was no comment in the public session 

 

92 Declarations of Interest 

There were no declarations at this point in the meeting 

 

93 Minutes  

RESOLVED: that subject to the deletion of the words ‘montage of photos had to be 

displayed.’ in minute 79, the minutes of the meeting held on 1
st
 September 2014, including the 

confidential minute, be confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman. 

 

94 Neighbourhood Plan update 

Cllr Mrs Clark informed the Council that progress of the Neighbourhood Plan was in the 

hands of EDDC. 

 

Cllr Carter reminded the meeting that one of the Community Action Policies was to secure an 

off-road route for the Exe Estuary Trail.  At the last meeting, Mrs Carter had circulated a list 

of comments by the Devon Countryside Access Forum with a response by the Trail Action 

Group and requested comments of the Parish Council to report back and onto DCC 

 

He went through the comments and these were discussed in turn. 

 

RESOLVED: 1 that the comments made by the DCAF as responded by the Trail Action 

Group be supported.  

2 that Mrs Carter be thanked for the hard work that she is continuing to put into achieving this 

CAP. 

 

95 Request for a litter bin at the Bus stop at Meeting Lane 

As part of improvements to the bus shelter area in Meeting Lane, Cllr Mrs Rogers requested 

the Council to consider providing a new litter bin. 

 

The Clerk reported that the Council had provided two Glasdon ‘Topsy’ bins elsewhere.   

There was room for one to be fixed on the concrete plinth in front, but to one side of the 

Shelter. The other bins were emptied by EDDC at a cost of £70.00 each pa.  There is no 

budget provision for this but the cost could be met from reserves. 

 

It was pointed out that there was bin by the cemetery gates which might receive very little use 

and could be re-located. 

RESOLVED that the bin by the cemetery gates be relocated to the bus stop at Meeting Lane. 



96 Refurbishment of notice boards 

The report of the Clerk was submitted proposing cleaning and refurbishment of the six notice 

boards with the following works: 

Clear back the growth surrounding and add lettering to the notice board at Exe View Road.   

Staining posts of the notice boards at Exe View Road, Sowden Lane and Trafalgar Road. 

Cleaning the notice boards, inside and out 

 

RESOLVED: that the works to the notice boards as detailed above, be approved  

 
97 Cleaning the toilets                                                                                              

The Clerk has discussed pressure washing with Michelle’s Cleaning but no further response 

has been received.  The cost of a one-off clean would be in the region of £60.00 

 

As an alternative, the Clerk asked the Council to consider buying a Steam Mop and cleaning 

heads.  The Cleaner was familiar with this and would be happy to use this equipment.  If the 

Parish Council owned the equipment, a regular steam clean could be given to ensure that the 

floors remained in good condition.  The equipment suggested included a hand held steamer 

which can be used on walls and ceramics and was taken from the Amazon website. 

Cllr Bailey and others felt that a steam mop would not be effective on the tactile floor tiling. 

Cllr Mrs Clark offered to supply details of a contract cleaner who could do this work. 

RESOLVED that the Clerk be requested to follow up a contract cleaner for the work of 

cleaning the floors of the toilets. 

 

98 EDDC Working Together for the future of East Devon    
EDDC would like to invite one representative to a ‘Working Together for the Future of East 

Devon’ event. This was an annual event that they organise for voluntary and community 

groups and Town and Parish Councils from throughout East Devon. 

RESOLVED: that Cllr Mrs Rogers be authorised to attend and report back to a subsequent 

meeting. 

 

99 Environment Agency works in the Village 

The Chairman reported that the EA should be starting work on the walls to the Wotton brook, 

in the car park in the next week or so.  The bridge would be closed and replaced and the 

screen would also be replaced.  After these works, the EA would be working on the sea wall 

and flood gates. 

RESOLVED: That the Environment Agency be requested to post notices to say that the bridge 

was closed. 

 

100 Clerk’s Action Sheet 

The Council considered the Clerk’s Action Sheet and made the following points: 

369/63 The Youth Shelter needed cleaning and the hedge around the Youth Club needed 

cutting. 

The Clerk reported that a self-closing metal gate would cost between £350 and £790 

RESOLVED: that the Clerk and Cllr Acca be authorised to purchase and install a new metal 

self- closing gate to the Toddler Play Area. 

369 – Activity Trail – members considered that safety matting was preferable to continuous 

safety surfacing.  The Clerk was asked to follow this up. 

369 Community Notice Board – The Clerk had received one quote of £354 for the supply of a 

suitable notice board.  He would seek other prices. 

69 - Weeds were growing through the new path and not just at the sides. 

69 - Whilst cycling in Cliff Field was not a problem, it was felt that a control mechanism was 

needed.  It was AGREED that The National Trust should be asked to provide a suitable sign. 



101 Training 

The Clerk was interested in attending a DALC Course on new finance procedures.  This 

would help in revising Financial regulations.  The cost was £55.00 + VAT 

RESOLVED: that the Clerk be authorised to attend this course. 

 

102 Business items 

Affordable Housing - Cllr Bailey undertook to make enquiries about more affordable homes 

in the Parish 

Amenities - Cllr Acca reported that he had carried out most of the works listed in the Paly 

Area inspection report.  New covers were needed for the chains on the swings; 

A toilet pan had been removed from The Rag; 

The toilet seat had been replaced with a new, commercial quality, seat. 

With the Clerk, he had asked Mr Tyrrell to remove ropes from the Horse Chestnut Tree as he 

felt these could pose a risk. 

Communications - Cllr Estcourt would be arranging a meeting of his Working Group soon. 

Village Hall Cllr Mrs Scott informed the meeting that there would be a meeting of the VHMC 

on 1
st
 October and asked to be notified of any items for discussion. 

Youth Club Cllr Mrs Beatty reported that the Youth Club would be working with the school, 

Pre-school and the CTC Family centre to arrange a Fun day next June.  

 

103 Matters raised by Councillors. 

Cllr Mrs Beatty reported that the football Club had put a sign at the entrance to The Avenue 

locating Junior Football.  RESOLVED: that the Football club be asked to remove this sign. 

Cllr Mrs Rogers reported receipt of amended plans for the planning application at 

Meadowgate, Church Road, in the form of a letter confirming that the house was not suitable 

for the children to live in for health reasons.  In discussion with the Clerk it was felt that this 

did not affect the Parish Council’s decision to support this application. 

Cllr Carter reported that a Clowning course was to be offered in the village and suggested a 

free advert in the Lympstone Herald to support this.  However, members felt that this was a 

commercial activity and should not receive financial support of the Council. 

The chairman reported receipt of a letter from Mr Hennessey congratulating the Council on 

the success in the Best Kept Village competition and in securing drainage and flood protection 

walls.  He pointed out that the sandstone wall at his property was suffering as it acted as a 

barrier to surface water that flowed down the road.  He asked the Council to press for a new 

gutter to be provided as part of improvement works. 

Cllr Bailey felt that this might pose a hazard.  Cllr Atkins suggested that if the gulleys were 

kept clear this would help to keep that water away from this wall.  RESOLVED: that this 

problem be brought to the attention of DCC and the EA to be taken into account in planning 

any works. 

 

104 Exclusion of the Press and Public. 

RESOLVED: that due to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, the Press and 

Public be excluded from the meeting under the provisions of the Public Bodies (Admission to 

Meetings) Act 1960.    

The Council invited Mrs Russell to remain in the meeting for the following item. 

 

105 Nursery Site – Planning Brief 

A report of the Working Group has been circulated separately. 

The Clerk read a letter from Mr & Mrs Russell giving their thoughts on the Planning brief, 

which, they felt, did not reflect their wishes and concentrated on one issue that was thought to 

be no longer of great relevance. 

 



RESOLVED: that the authors of the planning brief be requested to meet with the landowners 

and the Parish Council to explain the reasoning to some of the conclusions of the brief and to 

discuss the concerns that had been raised. 

 

106 Land in Meeting Lane 

Cllr Mrs Rogers reported on the presentation of proposals for land off Meeting Lane that had 

been held in Woodbury. 

Only two Woodbury Parish Councillors had taken part and they felt that Lympstone Parish 

Council could take the lead on these proposals as they would affect Lympstone more than 

Woodbury.  Only 3 Lympstone Councillors had attended. 

The Architect had offered to give a similar presentation in Lympstone 

RESOLVED: that the offer of another presentation be accepted and that all of Woodbury 

Parish Council and representatives of Lympstone FC be invited to attend. 

 

 

 

 

Chairman 

 


