MINUTES OF A MEETING OF LYMPSTONE PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT 7.30PM ON MONDAY 5th AUGUST 2013 IN THE VILLAGE HALL. 

	PRESENT:
	Councillors:
	P Acca 
	Mrs J Clark

	
	
	D Atkins
	R. Longhurst

	
	
	J Bailey
	Mrs K Rogers

	
	
	Mrs D Beatty
	Mrs T Scott

	
	
	C Carter Vice chairman, in the Chair
	


Apologies: Cllr R Eastley (Chairman) 
Also Present:   District Councillor Ingham and 10 members of the public. 
	
	PUBLIC SESSION

Mr Tyrrell pointed out that the notes of the meeting at Kings Garden Centre regarding the Neighbourhood Plan were incomplete as Cllr Ingham had reported that development at Goodmore’s farm had not been passed for development but any development would count as being part of Exmouth and Exmouth Town Council would change its boundary to include this area.

Mr Stewart, with Mr Beer, had attended the flooding forum at EDDC.  He felt that there was a lot of talk but little prospect of any action.

He reported that the bridges over the Wotton brook at Church path, orchard Dene and Frogs meadow all needed raising and the grille at the Post office needed re-engineering so that it could be raised for clearing and in times of extremely heavy flow. The Clerk agreed to follow this up.

Mrs Carter asked how responses to the Neighbourhood Plan would be made public.

Cllr Longhurst reported that there had been 164 responses.  All had been digitised but some were of poor quality.  There was to be a meeting of the Working Party on 12th August to consider how these would be dealt with.



	90
	Minutes 
The minutes of the meeting held on 15th July 2013 were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the chairman.



	91
	Declarations of Interest

None were given at this point in the meeting.

Cllr Bailey reported that he was the former tenant of Lower Coombe Farm but now had no interest in this.

Cllr Mrs Clark reported that the Agents for Lower Coombe Farm were clients of hers in the past but not at present.

Cllr Mrs Clark declared that Mr & Mrs Estcourt (re Lynchfield) were friends of hers.



	92
	Planning Applications 

13/1500/LBC Internal and external alterations and conversion of former Pound House to create 1 unit of holiday accommodation. Lower Coombe Farm, Tedstone Lane – SUPPORT.

13/1524/FUL Construction of dormer windows to front and rear to facilitate loft conversion. 1 Highcliffe Close - SUPPORT

13/1142/FUL Construction of two storey side extension. Spinnaker, Courtlands Lane. DEFER for a site visit.

13/1479/RES Variation of condition to 2 to planning consent 12/1018/FUL to increase the eaves height of the kitchen at Green Cottage, The Strand. The Council noted that this work had already been carried out.  Mr Tyrrell suggested that increasing the eaves height would restrict the view of Peters’ Tower – DEFER for a site visit.



	93
	Planning Decisions
12/2625 Construction of 13 dwellings and new access road on land to the south of Jackson Meadow had been approved by the EDDC DM Committee on 16th July 2013.  The Developer claimed that this development was not viable under normal planning terms and so there was no s106 Agreement and no affordable housing.  There was a profit sharing agreement with EDDC if the development showed a profit.
13/1177/FUL As per 11/2693/FUL  (Revisions to planning permission 11/2693/FUL including replacement of stone with render to annex, addition of roof lights to eastern elevation and repositioning of garden pavilion) Highcliffe & Greystones, Sowden Lane.– APPROVED

13/1102/FUL Demolition of rear lean-to extension and construction of single storey rear extension.  New timber sash window to front elevation and replacement of first floor windows to rear with bi-fold doors at Redcote, Underhill.  – APPROVED subject to a wrought iron bar being fixed in place to prevent access though the bi-fold doors to the roof area.


	94
	Other Planning matters

Cllr Longhurst had written to the Enforcement Officer regarding the siting of two caravans at Amberwood, Exmouth Road.

Cllr Atkins declared a personal interest in this matter.


	95
	Proposals for Lynchfield, Longbrook Lane.  

Cllr Bailey reported on a meeting of a Travel and Transport Working Party on Friday 21st June, 2013 at The Lynch, Longbrook Lane, Lympstone.  Present were Owners Mr & Mrs R Estcourt and their architect Mr M O’Connor of Squirrel Design Consultants, Chagford, Cllrs Bailey (Chair) Eastley and Acca.
 

Mr & Mrs Estcourt’s proposal is to build a house in place of the existing shed sited above the Mill Leat and to provide a parking shelter, with solar panels on the roof, for 20 cars. Plans were available at the meeting.
The suggested car park area was in the flood plain.  This would be run as a privately run car park although full working details had not yet been drawn up.  The field was owned by Mr & Mrs Estcourt and the Lynch Field was also part owned by two others with a shared access.
The Parish Council was asked to give an indication of its general response to such a proposal, without prejudice to any comments that it might make in response to any planning application. 

Cllr Atkins suggested that Mr & Mrs Estcourt might contact Mr Townsend of DCC Highways for informal highways advice.

RESOLVED: 1 that support in principle be given for this project to provide a dwelling and much-needed car parking at the top end of the Village.

2 that EDDC be informed of this support.



	96
	EDDC Planning Training

EDDC were holding 2 planning sessions on the 3rd October 2013, one in the afternoon and one, late afternoon/early evening.  The sessions are for the Town or Parish Clerks, Planning Chairs and any other Councillor who sits on their respective planning committee.  The sessions will be hosted by Ed Freeman (DM Manager) and Nick Wright (Economy Practice Manager) and as yet no agenda has been set.    They would like to know if we have any particular topics that we would like them to cover.  
RESOLVED: that Cllrs Mrs Clark and Longhurst be authorised to attend and that the following topics be suggested:

Guidelines for Solar panels

Developments that were not fully viable

Changes to planning guidance for small extensions etc.



	97
	Neighbourhood Plan update

Upper Hulham Road

Notes of a meeting with residents of the upper Hulham Road area, at King’s Garden Centre, were circulated.  Residents were expressing objection to the inclusion of land in Lympstone at Goodmore’s Farm for housing purposes.  This represented coalescence with Exmouth whereas separate policies in the Local Plan and Neighbourhood Plan were designed to avoid this.

Cllr Bailey reminded the Parish Council that he had supported this view for a long time but the Parish Council had been told that there was no scope to object to inclusion of this site in the LDF.

Cllr Atkins mentioned that this was related to the funding for Dinan Way. Originally this was to be funded by DCC but now there were no funds for this and so it had to be funded by developer’s contributions.

The Clerk confirmed that this area had been designated in the LDF and subsequently, the draft local plan.  The Neighbourhood plan had to follow policies of the draft local plan and so this had been accepted by the Parish Council.  The draft local plan had been approved by EDDC and now preparations were being made for Public Inspection.

Cllr Ingham reported that he had submitted his own objections to the local plan and would be able to speak to the Inspector.  He also confirmed that Lympstone District Councillors had not been formally consulted regarding the inclusion of the Lympstone part of Goodmore’s Farm and he regarded this as maladministration.  He also confirmed to Mr Tyrrell that the area had not received any planning permission it had only been included in the draft local plan.

There was also discussion regarding changes to the Parish boundary in the area of the junctions of Summer Lane, Hulham Road and Dinan Way.

b) The Nurseries site 

The report of the Clerk was submitted regarding proposals for appointing a consultant to prepare a planning brief for the Nurseries site.  This was included in the draft neighbourhood Plan and funding for a planning Brief had been received.

Arrangements had been made for Claire Fear of ‘Architectural Thread’ to meet with Mr & Mrs Russell to discuss the possibility of a commission for this work and the likely cost.

RESOLVED: that the steps taken by the Clerk be supported and a further report be submitted after the initial meeting.



	98
	Review of insurances

The Parish Council’s insurance policy was due for renewal on 2nd September 2013.  The Council was asked to nominate say two members to go through the details with the Clerk to ensure that all of the Council’s risks are covered.

RESOLVED: that Cllrs Acca and Mrs Scott be delegated to carry out a review of insurances.



	99
	Office Printer

Cllr Carter has confirmed that the photocopier will not work with Windows 7 and recommends that a new smaller machine is purchased and this can be achieved at a cost not exceeding £200.

RESOLVED: that the Clerk be authorised to purchase a new office printer/photocopier at a cost not exceeding £200 + VAT.



	100


	Finance

Payments to be authorised 

RESOLVED: that the following payments be approved:

1896

Optima Graphics Herald, NP printing
350.00

1897

EDF Energy - Toilets / Candy’s Field lights

22.96

1898

British gas - Youth Club gas

67.96

1899

Gardencare (Marsh Green) contract works

427.20

1900

Concorde Copiers - toner

53.52

1901

Cllr Eastley - Chairman's Allowance

135.00

1902

Mrs C Edworthy wages July 2013

191.89

1903

A J Le Riche salary July 2013, Stationery & refreshments

728.83

1904

HMRC Tax / NI July 2013

120.93

1905

Newton Poppleford & Harpford PC - toilet supplies

95.40

2,193.69



	101


	Financial Summary

The Council received the following financial summary:
Current Account

Opening balance at 1st April 2013 

25,731.63

Receipts 

33,178.68

Total receipts

58,910.31

Transfer from dep ac

Total paid in to current ac

58,910.31

less, Payments 

15,981.92

Net balance

42,928.39

Receipts not on statement: 

-884.50

Unpresented cheques

6,124.15

Balance per Bank Statement 21st June 2013

48,168.04

Deposit Account

Balance at 1st April 2013

159.81

Interest to 1st July 2013

0.04

Transfer to current ac

0.00

Total

159.85



	102
	Budget Monitoring

The Council received and noted a budget monitoring report


	103
	National salary scales

The Clerk reported that NALC and SLCC had reached agreement on a 1% national pay increase for staff with effect from 1st April 2013, this being the first national pay increase since 2009.

The revised scales were circulated.

RESOLVED that the salary award be implemented.


	104
	Matters raised by Councillors
The Chairman reported receipt of information regarding fencing and grazing on Lympstone Common.

The Clerk reported that he had also received information from Natural England.  It was AGREED that this would be included on the agenda for a meeting in September.

Cllr Mrs Scott reported that the carriageway was sinking at the bottom of School Hill.  The Clerk was asked to report this to DCC.

The Chairman reported receipt of a message about building materials being dumped in the brook.  Mr Tyrrell suggested that this was children building a dam and stepping stones.

Cllr Acca reported that the mature Horse Chestnut tree in Candy’s Field had shed a large branch.  Dartmoor tree Surgeons had inspected the tree and found that it was safe but in need of pruning.  Mr Tyrrell agreed to inspect the tree and give his recommendations.

Mrs Scott reported that the hedge at Varnes, Church Road was now overhanging the carriageway.  The Clerk was asked to follow this up.




The meeting finished at 9.30pm
Chairman

