MINUTES OF A MEETING OF LYMPSTONE PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT 7.30PM ON MONDAY 7th OCTOBER 2013 IN THE METHODIST CHURCH HALL. 

	PRESENT:
	Councillors:
	P Acca 
	Mrs J Clark

	
	
	D Atkins
	R Eastley (Chairman)

	
	
	J Bailey
	R. Longhurst

	
	
	Mrs D Beatty
	Mrs K Rogers

	
	
	C Carter
	Mrs T Scott


Also Present: County Councillor Hughes, District Councillor Ingham, the press and 57 members of the public. 

	
	PUBLIC SESION

Mrs Squire reported that there was a petition in the Post Office urging DCC to change the route of the Exe Estuary Trail.

Mrs Squire also commented upon an item of expenditure in relation to raising awareness for the latest planning application at Courtlands lane/A376 and complained that the Parish Council, for example, would not help residents of Glebelands in raising awareness of a planning application for land to the West of Strawberry Hill.

It was noted that for recent meetings, minutes were not loaded onto the website in their normal place but were included with agendas.  The Clerk agreed to update the website.



	148
	Minutes 

Cllr Mrs Rogers suggested that she was not aware that Min 138 authorised expenditure in raising awareness of the planning application for Courtlands Lane/A376.

Cllr Bailey reported that in Min 146 the name should read ‘Neason’

RESOLVED that subject to an amendment in minute 146, the minutes of the meeting held on 16th September 2013 be confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.



	149
	Declarations of Interest

Cllr Bailey declared a disclosable interest in planning application 13/2025/MOUT land at Courtlands Lane/A376



	150
	Planning Applications 

13/2025/MOUT Outline application (appearance, landscaping and scale reserved) for the construction of 33 dwellings and associated open space, balancing pond, footpaths and structural planting, land North and West of Courtlands Cross, Courtlands Lane, Exmouth.

Cllr Bailey withdrew from the meeting for this item.

Cllr Longhurst reported that the applicant, SLP had been invited to attend the meeting but was not able to.  He read email correspondence between the Clerk and the Company which included an offer to meet a number of Councillors to discuss the application.  He had discussed this offer with the Clerk and they had been of the opinion that past practice had been to accept such an invitation before a planning application had been submitted but not after submission.

A member of the public commented that the drawings were advisory only and could be changed at later stages.  It was also suggested that this application might be followed by applications to develop adjoining land.

A Member of the public asked the Parish Council to show civic leadership in opposing this application and suggested that SLP’s business model was to buy land at agricultural or similar value and then seek to develop. 

The land had fared very poorly in its sustainability assessment and the access was in a poor location with the land being approximately 3m higher than the road.  This would mean the loss of a considerable length of hedge in either direction in order to achieve the visibility sight lines shown on the application.

Public comment also emphasised that the matter of flooding and surface water run-off could not be ignored.  There was a proposed balancing pond but this was small and shallow and would not cope with moderate rainfall, let alone the considerable storms that we have experienced in recent years.  Due to the lie of the land and proposals for drainage across adjoining land, all rainwater would find its way to Sowden End adding to the problems that already occur there.

There was great likelihood of flooding of adjoining land and this would make these areas and parts of the East Devon Way impassable for most of the Winter period.

A briefing note in relation to the application and comments by SLP had been circulated to Councillors.

RESOLVED: that EDDC be requested to refuse the application on the following grounds:

1. National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF)

I. The “Planning Statement” states:-

“6.21 The NLP is the subject of significant objection in relation to relevant policies within the plan and the N LP has yet to be submitted to the Secretary of State for Examination.  As such, the emerging LP is still in development and carries little weight in the assessment of the current proposal.”

This is untrue in two respects

a. As the New East Devon Local Plan was submitted for examination on the 2nd August 2013 (Letter from Inspector Anthony Thicket to EDDC dated 15 August 2013)

b. There is also general public support for Strategy 8, Development in Green Wedges with the only objections to this policy coming from 3 agents acting for developers wishing to build within a green wedge.   Greater weight should therefore be given to this policy in the NLP

II. The “Planning Statement” states:-

“2.1 ........ The application site is approximately 3.7 hectares and is situated on the northern edge of Exmouth, Devon, immediately to the north of the defined Built up Area Boundary for Exmouth.”

This is untrue.  The BuAB for Exmouth is separated from this location by the houses in Lympstone Parish in Courtlands Lane, and some 450m from the houses in Seafield Avenue. The Statement also makes no mention of the dislocation of this location from the Lympstone BuAB.

III. The application in quoting the NPPF:-

Fails to state that within the NPPF local planning authorities should maintain the character of the undeveloped coast, protecting and enhancing its distinctive landscapes (NPPF, 2012; paragraph 114).

a. The “Planning Statement” fails to mention the “Super Appeal” which has been proposed to deal with 3 appeals on sites in and around Feniton. This is principally to cover the matter of “prematurity” and “5 year Land supply”.  Statements from previous Feniton appeals are therefore unsafe whilst this Super Appeal is outstanding.

b. The Planning Statement fails to make reference to the latest housing number figures for East Devon as published in “Consultation on Proposed Post-Publication Changes to the Local Plan”.

2. Inspector’s Decision at 2012 Appeal

Whilst the Planning Statement attempts to address some of the issues raised by the Inspector it cannot overcome his conclusion:- 33. The proposal would seriously harm the character and appearance of the area, including the setting and identity of the village of Lympstone.  This harm and the conflict with the saved development policies that I have found lead me to conclude that in landscape/settlement terms this site is unsuitable for housing.”

3. New EDDC Local Plan

This development would contravene the following policies of the New EDDC Local Plan: 

 Strategy 6 – Development within Built-Up Area Boundaries

 Strategy 7 – Development in the Countryside

 Strategy 8 – Development in Green Wedges

 Strategy 22 – Development at Exmouth

 Strategy 27 – Development at the Small Towns and Larger Villages

 Strategy 35 – Mixed Market and Affordable Housing Outside Built-up Area Boundaries 

 Strategy 44 – Undeveloped Coast and Coastal Preservation Area

4. Lympstone Neighbourhood Plan

This development would contravene the following policies of the Lympstone Neighbourhood Plan:- 

 DMP 1 – Housing Allocations: This development is not one of the Allocated Sites within the Lympstone Neighbourhood Plan and scored only 5.9 against the Sustainability Criteria. 

 DMP 3 – Location: - P7 and P8

 DMP 5 – Density & Scale: - P10

 DMP 12 – Natural Environment:- P27 & P27

5. New access/egress to A376

Lympstone Parish Council has opposed new access and egress points to the A376 within the Parish until such time as the new Dinan Way Extension route (as detailed in the Devon Highways Strategy) is finalised.

6. Flooding

Lympstone Parish Council has grave concerns on the effect that this development could have on flooding within the vicinity. Since SLP built the “Devon Bank” and the existing retaining pond there has been an increase in flooding in lower Courtlands Lane – the proposed retention pond would seem to be inadequate.

Although the NPPF is the overarching planning framework for this application the Inspector’s Report at the 2012 appeal, the New Local Plan and the Parish Council adopted Neighbourhood Plan should all be material considerations for determining this application. The Parish Council strongly recommend REFUSAL. 

In the previous appeal, The Inspector stated “......in landscape/settlement terms this site is unsuitable for housing.”

Note Cllr Atkins and District Councillor Ingham did not take part in the discussion and Cllr Atkins did not vote.  Cllr Mrs Rogers voted against the resolution.



	151
	Planning Decisions

13/1792/FUL Demolition of conservatory and construction of two storey rear extension, enlargement of second floor sun lounge and construction of attached double garage at Michael House,  Greenhill Avenue. - APPROVED
13/1962 LBC Demolition of Coal bunker at Jonquil Cottage, The Strand – APPROVED.



	152
	Other planning matters

Proposals for Upper Lovering Farm, north of Dinan Way. Developers had invited the Parish Council to attend an exhibition of the proposals from 3.30pm -4.30pm on Thursday 10th October at the, School Hall on the Upper School site of Brixington Primary School. Cllr Longhurst would be attending and would inform the developers of the policies in the Neighbourhood Plan



	153
	Neighbourhood Plan update.

The Neighbourhood Plan.  Would be submitted to EDDC when the sustainability Appraisal had been completed.  EDDC were arranging this.



	154
	Police Report

Cllr Carter read the police report which included reference to a spate of burglaries at Gibraltar Road and Trafalgar Road.  The full report would be included in the Lympstone Herald.



	155
	District Councillors reports

Cllr Atkins explained that in some cases Developers were claiming that development was not viable if S106 or CIL conditions were applied.  In this case EDDC were looking at agreeing to take a share of profits from a development once it was completed.

He had listened to the views expressed by residents concerning possible development at Goodmore’s Farm and Upper Lovering Farm and would take these back to the DM Committee.

He would report on progress regarding profits on development at Jackson Meadow.



	156
	Chairman’s report

The Chairman reported that he was now fully recovered and thanks Cllr Carter for standing in and doing an excellent job.

Cllr Carter reported that he had taken part in the CTC-RM Village Exercise and had received good feedback from Young Officers and residents.



	157
	Seagull Summit 

East Devon District Council are inviting representatives of all coastal businesses and representatives of coastal Town and Parish Councils to a Seagull Summit from 6pm to 8.30pm on Thursday 31 October at EDDC Offices, Knowle, Station Road, Sidmouth.

The Council authorised Cllrs Mrs Clark and Atkins to attend.



	158
	Tackling Rural Isolation Conference 

The Council received details of this Conference to be held on Friday 1st November 2013 in Cullompton but decided not to attend.



	159
	Dog Bins

CTC – RM have asked if the Parish Council will consider installing dog bins on the Exe Estuary Trail outside the railway entrance to the camp and on Red Barn Lane.  Both the locations were on Woodbury PC area but the Parish Council was requested to consider this as a goodwill gesture to CTC RM.

The Chairman reported that this would be discussed at a local Clerk’s meeting as a possible scheme for Parishes Together funding.

Emptying any bins was an issue as they would be away from any road.  The Clerk was asked to enquire if CTC-RM could arrange emptying.



	160
	Grants

The Council received further details of applications for financial assistance including a late application from the Sailing Club for a new boiler at a cost of £1,500

Cllr Bailey declared an interest as a member of the PCC and LYPS Committee.

Cllr Acca declared an interest as a member of the Scouts and LYPS Committees

Cllr Carter declared an interest as a member of the Sailing Club.

The Council also discussed whether the Chairman’s poppy wreath should be part of the grants budget or met from Miscellaneous expenditure.

RESOLVED: that the cost of the Chairman’s wreath be met from Miscellaneous expenditure.

2 that the Council considers a policy for awarding grants at a future meeting.

3 that the following grants be offered:

Lympstone Young Persons Society Purchase of pinball machine £399.17 +VAT

Lympstone Village Hall Cycle racks £250.00 + VAT

Lympstone PCC Cost of servicing repairing and repainting the church clock. Contribution of £279

Lympstone Players Cleaning and repair of stage curtains. Contribution of £279

Lympstone Pre-school Pay for an Apprentice £93 X 44 weeks. Contribution of £279

Lympstone Scouts Camping equipment and works to the building. Contribution of £279.


	161
	Lateness of the hour

The Chairman informed the meeting that it was 9.30 and Standing Orders required the meeting to finish unless the Council agreed to continue.

RESOLVED: that the meeting do continue.



	162


	Finance

RESOLVED: 1 that where payments are for several items, these be listed separately in the report.

2 That the Courtlands Action Group be invoiced for the sum of £12.00 being the cost of printing leaflets.

3 that the following payments be approved.

1919

P Acca Doors in the Youth Club (paid)

1,869.60

1920

EDF Energy - lights in Candy's Field and toilets

59.34

1921

Optima Graphics Herald, NP & Courtlands printing

521.00

1922

Gardencare (Marsh Green) - contract& works in the Cemetery

641.40

1923

East Devon CAB grant

250.00

1924

Exmouth Community Transport Scheme grant 

250.00

1925

Scottish Power - Youth Club electricity

250.60

1926

Peter Tate electrical repairs to toilets

48.00

1927

Hy-Tex UK Ltd Plastic tiles etc for Cliff Field

1,606.20

1928

Mrs C Edworthy wages September 2013

185.70

1929

AJ Le Riche salary and expenses for September 

667.26

1930

HMRC - Tax / NI September

127.32

1931

G Brister painting toddler play equipment

500.00

1932

DALC - Cllr training 

30.00

1933

Lympstone Methodist Church - room hire

50.00

7,056.42



	163


	2 Financial Summary

The Council received the following financial summary:

Current Account

25,731.63

Opening balance at 1st April 2013 

34,721.18

Receipts 

60,452.81

Total receipts

Transfer from dep ac

60,452.81

Total paid in to current ac

23,806.61

less, Payments 

36,646.20

Net balance

-1,242.50

Receipts not on statement: 

5,726.40

Unpresented cheques

41,130.10

Balance per Bank Statement 23rd August 2013

Deposit Account

Balance at 1st April 2013

159.81

Interest to 1st September 2013

0.06

Transfer to current ac

0.00

Total

159.87

The bank statements were available for inspection.



	164
	Budget report

The Council received and noted the budget monitoring report to the end of September.



	165
	Matters raised by other Councillors

Cllr Bailey reported that the DALC AGM was to be held on Saturday 12th October but he was unable to attend.

Cllr Longhurst reminded the Council that there was no progress on the Underhill car park and meeting the Football Club and police to discuss parking on Burgmanns H ill.  Cllr Acca reported that the Football Club had requested permission to put a sign up indication that parking was available on Avenue Field.

Cllr Longhurst reported on recent incidents causing a blockage of Burgmanns Hill to all traffic.

It was agreed that this would be included on a future agenda.

Cllr Acca reported delay in the works at Cliff Field as the Football Club and the Scouts could not find any volunteers to help lay plastic tiles.

Cllr Mrs Rogers was meeting officers from EDDC this week to discuss parking in Glebe Close.

Cllr Mrs Scott reported that progress was being made on the Best Kept Village entry but comment had been received that the toilets needed a deep clean.

The Clerk was asked to investigate.

Cllr Mrs Scott was not able to attend the next meeting of the VHMC when competition with the Youth Club would be discussed.  Cllr Atkins offered to attend.



	166
	County Councillor’s Report

Cllr Hughes reported that the leader, Cllr Hart would be holding a Road show again this year to explain DCC’s budget position in the light of continued cuts in support from central Government.

He had met officers to discuss flooding a Pretty Corner.  They were adamant that there was nothing wrong with the highway drains and the problem lay with riparian owners of the private drain.

He also reported that DCC accepted no responsibility for damage to the cobbles opposite Lympstone Nurseries.

A full repair for Longmeadow Road followed by resurfacing with tar and chip had been requested.

Mr Fowler had offered to complete the Dinan Way extension down the Wotton Valley.  Cllr Hughes was opposed to this route and also felt that land adjoining the router would become a target for development if this was not a requirement in the first place.

Cllr Hughes had opposed a new cycle route running from Rivermead to Lower Halsdon Farm.



	167
	Exclusion of the Press and Public

RESOLVED: that in accordance with the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the press and public be excluded from the meeting for the following item of business due to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.



	168
	Planning Brief for the Nurseries site

The Clerk reported on a proposal submitted by Claire Fear of Architectural Thread to produce a planning brief for the Nurseries site.  Funding for this was included in funding for the Neighbourhood Plan.

Cllr Longhurst explained that the quote was more than the original budget but there were cost savings and this meant that the cost of the Planning Brief could be met.

RESOLVED: that the proposal submitted by Claire Fear of Architectural Thread be accepted.




The meeting finished at 10.15pm

Chairman
