
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF LYMPSTONE PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT 7.30PM 

ON MONDAY 19
th

 JANUARY 2015 IN THE VILLAGE HALL.  

 

PRESENT: Councillors: P Acca  R Longhurst 

  C Carter Mrs K Rogers 

  R Eastley D Young 

    

 

Also Present:   District Councillor B Ingham, Emma Winter, Lympstone Pre-School and 5 members 

of the public. 

 

Apologies: Cllrs D Atkins, J Bailey, Mrs D Beatty, Mrs J Clark and R Estcourt 

 

 PUBLIC SESSION 

Mr Mildenhall and Mr Morris had been informed by DCC that works to Longmeadow Road and 

Church Road could be extensive and would be carried out during February or March. 

 

200 Minutes  

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meeting held on 5
th

 January 2015, be confirmed as a correct 

record and signed by the Chairman. 

 

201 Declarations of Interest 

No declarations were made at this point in the meeting. 

 

202 Planning applications 

14/2517/FUL Construction of 2 storey dwelling, carport and creation of new access (Revised Scheme 

to 14/1131/OUT) Tadpoles, Longmeadow Road – OBJECT – overdevelopment of the site and the 

design is out of keeping with the area. 

 

14/2985/TRE T1 & T2 - Sycamore, 25% Crown thin by removing low regeneration growth retaining 

an even density of foliage and well-spaced and balanced branch structure. Corner House, Burgmanns 

Hill.  NO OBJECTION 

 

14/1781/FUL -    Demolition of existing dwelling and construction of 2 dwellings at Meadow Gate, 

Church Road – SUPPORT subject to a condition allowing parking at the rear, only in connection with 

the dwelling 

 

Cllr Mrs Rogers reported receipt of notification of a planning application for land off Marley Road. 

This would appear on the agenda for the next meeting. 

Cllr Mrs Rogers was asked to meet the local Exmouth Town Councillors before this to seek their 

views. 

 

203 Lympstone Pre-School 

As part of the proposal for the Pre-school to have a lease of land at the Village Hall, the Parish 

Council was requested to consider the following matters.  Cllrs Acca and Mrs Beatty had met with 

Don Mildenhall and Emma Winter to discuss these and recommended as follows: 

 

• Access to the site for pedestrians from Candy’s Field.  The gap between the changing rooms 

and the middle of the hedge was three metres and so if the hedge was removed, this would give 

space for a secure access to the Pre-school building.  

• Access for construction (large crane and trucks).  This would need to be through Candy’s Field 

and so it was hoped that this could be done when the Field was dry.  Plywood sheets could also 



be used to protect the surface and the path.   

• Size, location and orientation of the buildings (eg how close to burial ground boundary, 

including windows) – The wall adjoining the cemetery would have no windows so there would 

be no overlooking.  The land sloped up towards the cemetery and so the base could be cut into 

the slope, reducing its apparent height on the cemetery side. 

• Making use of existing sewer from youth club via the Village Hall.  The sewer ran along the 

rear of the youth club and so the new building layout had been designed so that the ‘wet’ areas 

were close to this. 

• Easements for other utilities and possibility of new shared water supply to serve new preschool 

and youth club.  These were matters for the pre-school to agree with the Village Hall.  There 

was a problem with the current water supply and so the opportunity might arise for a new 

supply to be installed.  

• Removal of a section of hedge in Candy’s Field adjoining the site and replacing with a fence.  

The hedge was generally in poor condition and more than four metres wide at the rear of the 

site.  It could be grubbed out leaving the mature trees that were attractive.  A new fence could 

be erected along the boundary and then new shrubs could be planted along the Candy’s Field 

boundary to reduce the impact and aid security. 

Cllr Carter pointed out that the neighbours seemed to know about the project and had not expressed 

any objections at this stage. 

The Clerk suggested that the planning position should be investigated as the building was likely to 

need planning permission. 

RESOLVED: 1 that the suggestions as set out above be approved. 

2 that Cllrs Acca and Mrs Beatty be authorised to agree any final details for the scheme that might 

arise as far as the Parish Council is concerned. 

 

204 Garden Waste Collection Scheme 

Chris Barnacle had reported that on advice of doctors, has decided to shut the scheme down.   He has been 

trying to find someone to take over the garden waste collection scheme, without success.  The Clerk reported 

that someone who was working with Chris had expressed an interest in taking over the scheme.  Councillors 

suggested that one area of need was a suitable location to park a small flat-bed lorry. 

 

The Council was reminded that the Otter Rotters might also be able to provide a service. 

The Clerk was asked to investigate a report to the next meeting. 

 

The Clerk was also asked to follow up the interest in the scheme and to arrange publicity in the Exmouth 

Journal if needed. 

 

205  

 

206 Garden Party 2015 

Her Majesty will be hosting a Royal Garden Party at Buckingham Palace on Thursday, 28th May 2015 

and DALC has been allocated 8 places and were inviting nominations from member councils. 

RESOLVED: that the Chairman and his Wife be nominated 
 

207 Neighbourhood Plan. 

The Clerk reported that EDDC Cabinet will consider the Neighbourhood Plan on 11
th

 February and if 

they approve it, a Referendum will be held on 26
th

 March 2015. 

Mr Mildenhall reported that the date was being reviewed due to availability of the hall. 

The Clerk also reported that Minister for Housing and Planning Brandon Lewis MP was visiting the 

area on 22
nd

 January 2015 and had asked to visit Lympstone and meet the Neighbourhood Plan 

Working group.  The Clerk was making arrangements with Cllr Mrs Clark and other members of the 

Group. 

 



208 Footpaths 

The Footpath Warden, Jenny Moon reported that she had walked all the paths in early January.  I have 

snipped hundreds of hanging brambles and the paths are generally in good state apart from Longbrook 

Lane to Courtlands (East Devon Way - Fp7). 

With regard to Fp7, there is an ongoing problem with very large puddles of water or deep mud at the 

two styles in the fields.  I and others have clipped the vegetation around the stiles to allow people to 

walk round the edge of the mud and water but one cannot really avoid it and nothing else has been 

done to enable a relatively dry crossing to and from the stiles. 

In addition, when I walked Fp 7 the steps of the two stiles were very muddy and potentially very 

slippery.  I suggest that some thought is put into fixing netting on the steps to make for better 

grip.  These are not easy stiles for people to climb - one in particular is very high and I suggest that 

there is potential danger of people slipping and falling. 

The muddy areas could be improved by laying old railway sleepers or hardcore. 

These problems had been reported to DCC by the Clerk. 

 

RESOLVED: that the Footpath Warden be thanked for her report and congratulated on the effort that 

she is putting in to keeping the paths around the parish in good condition. 

 

209 Budget and the precept for 2015 – 16 

The Council received the first draft of the budget for 2015/16 and proposed the following 

amendments: 

301, Chairman’s allowance – increase to £150 

308 Insurance, Audit and Election – increase to £2,000 

602 Grass cutting contract – increase to £4,500 

616 Benches, maintenance – increase to £2,000 The Clerk reported that the Exmouth Town handyman 

would be available to work in the Parish on alternate Tuesdays.  He had tools and equipment provided 

by Exmouth town Council.  The cost would be £75.00 per day worked.  He could carry out weed 

spraying, weed clearance, strimming, ditch cleaning, and general handyman works.  It was suggested 

that he could repaint /stain the benches along with other work and that a Councillor be nominated to 

be the local link in organising work. 

RESOLVED: that the offer be accepted with the Clerk organising the work until the end of February 

and then Cllr Longhurst to be the local link. 

 

633 Play equipment maintenance – increase to £400 

703 Toilet utilities – increase to £700 

2016 Grant to Sailing Club – The Clerk was asked to report details to the next meeting. 

2017 New surface to car park - increase to £10,000 to meet cost of drainage works 

2018 Gully cleaning etc. - increase to £2,000. 

 

RESOLVED That the revised budget be submitted to the next meeting. 

 

210 Clerk’s Action Sheet 

The Council received the Clerk’s Action Sheet 

369, Community Notice Board – Cllr Acca quoted £320 + VAT for a notice board to match the other 

Parish Council notice boards except that it would be in white to differentiate it from the Parish Council 

notice board.  He agreed to include erection. 

Cllr Mrs Rogers, who lived nearby supported this. 

RESOLVED: that the quote be accepted and the work put in hand. 

 

100 new gates for the Toddler play area.  Cllr Acca suggested that the gates should be sized to give 



the same width of entrance as at the moment.  This was accepted. 

184, Parishes Together funding.  Exmouth Town Council could meet the cost of lights along the EET 

but asked if other Parishes would like to extend the contract by having solar lights in other areas.  Don 

Mildenhall suggested that lights along the path from the Village Hall to the School would be useful 

RESOLVED that these lights be added to the scheme. 

 

211 Business items 

Amenities New lights for the Car park – Cllr Acca reported that the Clerk was still waiting for the 

funds from DCC to appear on the bank statement but asked the council to consider ordering the works 

straight away as the money was now guaranteed. 

RESOLVED: that the Clerk be authorised to order two new lights for the new car park 

Cliff Field Cllr Acca had received a quote from ASB Group (Alfie Beer) in the sum of £670 for laying 

approximately 2 cubic metres of concrete at the Scout Hut.  In view of the height restriction at The 

Avenue, the work would need to be carried out by hand.   

RESOLVED: that the quote be accepted.  

 

Environment Cllr Eastley agreed to chase up the Environment Agency regarding re cladding the wall 

to the Brook at the car park. 

He also had received a report that the light opposite The Globe Inn was on continuously.  Cllr 

Longhurst had reported this to DCC about 2 years ago 

 

212 Matters raised by Councillors 

Cllr Longhurst reminded the Council that Community infrastructure levy should be payable on all new 

houses.  However there had been no further details from EDDC on this. 

RESOLVED: that the Clerk make enquiries of EDDC about payment of CIL monies. 

Cllr Mrs Rogers reported on street flooding in Trafalgar Road.  The Clerk had reported this to DCC. 

Cllr Mrs Rogers reported that off-street parking in Churchill Court area was churning up the grass and 

making the area unsightly. 

The Clerk was asked to draw this to the attention of EDDC. 

Cllr Longhurst reported that there was a conduit suspended under the bridge at Shepherd’s Path which 

was in a poor condition. 

The Clerk was asked to find out about this. 

 

213 Clerk’s employment 

The Clerk reported that he had been appointed as Clerk to Bishops Clyst Parish Council.  The Council 

supplied its own equipment and stationery but asked if it could make occasional use of the photocopier 

at a suggested payment of 5p per copy.  The Parish Council met on the second Monday of the month 

and so this should not clash with Lympstone Parish Council meetings. 

RESOLVED: that the Clerk’s appointment be noted and that occasional use of the photocopier be 

agreed. 

 

 

 

 

 

Chairman 

 


