MINUTES OF A MEETING OF LYMPSTONE PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT 7.30PM ON MONDAY 4TH MARCH 2013 IN THE VILLAGE HALL. 
	PRESENT:
	Councillors:
	P. Acca (Chairman)
	C Carter

	
	
	J. Bailey
	R. Eastley

	
	
	Mrs D. Beatty
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Apologies: Cllrs D. Atkins, A. Garratt,  R. Longhurst and Mrs T Scott
Also Present: Cllr Ingham and 12 members of the Public.
	
	PUBLIC SESSION


	245
	Declarations of Interest

Cllr Eastley declared an interest as a member of the Lympstone Landowners Association.
Cllr Acca declared an interest in payment no 001848.



	246
	Minutes 
RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meeting held on 18th February 2013 be confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman subject to moving Cllr Garratt to the list of apologies.


	247
	Planning Applications
13/0379/FUL Construction of extension and provision of first floor. Trelissa, Courtlands Lane. RECOMMEND Defer pending receipt of more information.
13/0232/LBC Re-rendering of external elevation, internal re-plastering and removal of gas fire and surround, Haymore Thatch, Church Road. NO OBJECTION
DCC/3478/2013 Provision of new single storey building to provide additional classroom space, demolition of Church hall and renewal of temporary classrooms at Lympstone Primary School.  Mr Scott reported that he supported the application in general but had some reservations as the development could be regarded as over development of the site, there were noise implications and a boundary fence between his property and the application site was not shown.

The application was supported


	248
	Land to the West of Strawberry Hill 

Cllrs Acca, Bailey and Mrs Beatty had met with the Agent for this development to secure the best deal for the Parish.

The Agent presented possible amended plans for informal consultation.  These provided for access to be from Strawberry hill rather than through the gap between the bungalows and houses.  A pair of one-bedroomed houses was to be built on this land.  Part of the hedge along Strawberry Hill would need to be removed to create visibility lines.
The Council and those public who were present welcomed the changes.  There was concern at the possible loss of trees along the site boundary with Glebelands and it was felt that removal of the hedge might give the opportunity for new tree planting.

It was suggested that the residents of the bungalows might prefer a close boarded fence at the rear as this would give a greater feeling of security.

It was also pointed out that the land was already subject to surface water run-off and there needed to be a comprehensive scheme to show how this would be dealt with as part of this development.

RESOLVED That the agent be informed that the Parish Council welcomes the proposed amended plans subject to the comments listed above.



	249
	Report by the Police
The Chairman read out the Police report for the last month.



	250
	Report by the District Councillors

Cllr Ingham reported that EDDC and DCC had decided to keep their share of the Council tax at the same level as previous years.

Committees had considered the situation regarding the lack of a 5-year land supply.  He was of the view that this was due to the lack of leadership and direction for the Planning service.

A planning application for development of the Knowle by providing housing on the site of the existing building, the car parks, the depot and park land had been rejected as over development of the site.  It had been commented that there had been no provision for new employment to help counter the move of EDDC staff from Sidmouth and the proposals affected the new Civic Arboretum.


	251
	Chairman’s report
The Chairman informed the meeting that the School warning lights would not be installed until there was agreement by the owner of Southleigh.

He had been informed that Cllr Young had been the Council’s representative on the Community Rail Group and there was a meeting tomorrow.  No one volunteered to attend this meeting.



	252
	Clerk’s Action Sheet

The Clerk submitted a revised action sheet with a column showing when action had been taken.

He went through the List of items.

Cllr Carter reminded the Clerk that new bank signatory forms had been given to him


	253
	Highway Matters

Cllrs Acca, Eastley and Bailey had met Nigel Frost of DCC to view highway problems including:

The need for a footpath and measures to protect the cobbles opposite Lympstone Nurseries, possible areas for parking restrictions and Highway drainage problems.

Mr Frost informed the meeting that gullies were normally scheduled for emptying once each year.  However, Councillors felt that this should be done more often and that pipes should be jetted at the same time.  They also felt that this should be done after extremely heavy rain as this was when debris was moved through the system causing blockages.

Mr frost also explained the current reporting system which meant that items went through several layers of administration before coming to him and in some cases incidents did not come to his knowledge at all.
RESOLVED: 1 that DCC be asked to place ‘No Waiting’ cones along the wall to Lympstone Nurseries to allow passage of vehicles without the need to go on to the cobbled area.

2 that DCC be requested to review their reporting systems to remove unnecessary layers so that incidents and faults are brought to the attention of the local officer quickly and that he be given authority to manage budgets for such works.

	254
	Best Kept Village Competition

The Council was requested to consider making an entry to this competition. The application form was circulated so that Members were aware of the requirements for a successful entry.

The Council felt that there was not enough time to recruit volunteers and have a work programme in place for a strong entry for this year.

RESOLVED: that this be considered later in the year to prepare for a possible entry for 2014.



	255
	Village Entrance signs

A quote of £1,884.49 + VAT has been received from South West Highways to replace all of the Village Entrance signs and posts.  
RESOLVED: that the Clerk be requested to review the budget to see if the cost could be found.

Cllr Garratt left the meeting at 8.50pm


	256
	Awning for the Play Group

The Council had agreed in principle to contribute up to half of the cost of an awning for the Play Group, at the Village Hall.

The Chairman and Don Mildenhall reported on a design and costs.    A ‘sail’ type cover had been installed but this had not lasted well.  The proposed new awning came with a 10 year warranty.
RESOLVED: that this be deferred pending discussions with the VHMC regarding funding.



	257
	Dog Fouling

The report of the Clerk with comments from the VHMC was considered.  There was a problem of dog fouling across the District and EDDC only employed one dog warden.  In some places, local Councils were considering appointing their own Warden to supplement this. 

There was a District-wide Dog Control order requiring owners to clear up after their dog on any land that was open to the public.  It was possible for the parish Council to make its own Oder which could exclude dogs from Candy’s Field or the Village Hall grounds.  However, the Order had to be practical, reasonable and enforceable.  The cost of making an Order would be in the region of £800.  It was important to have enforcement measures in place otherwise an Order would not be effective.

The VHMC were not prepared to meet the cost of emptying dog bins.

Cllr Mrs Beatty reported that she monitored activity in Candy’s field and spoke to dog owners.  Progress was being made and it was felt that that this was sufficient for the moment.

RESOLVED: that the EDDC Dog Warden be asked to make visits to Candy’s Field at school drop-off and pick up times to talk to dog owners.


	258

	Finance 

Payments 
RESOLVED: that the following payments be approved:

1841

EDF Energy - lighting in Candy’s' Field 

25.05

1842

Optima Graphics Herald printing 

275.00

1843

Mrs C Edworthy wages for February 2013

168.00

1844

A J Le Riche Sal & Expenses February 2013

1,010.98

1845

HMRC Tax / NI October

27.79

1846

East Devon CAB - grant

250.00

1847

SLCC Enterprises Ltd - VAT Course

90.00

1848

P Acca - materials for Notice Boards

41.64

1849

P Tate - Wall heaters for Scout Hut*

432.00

*  Hold back until the Scouts had confirmed the cost

2,320.46



	259

	Financial summary

The Council received the following financial summary.  The bank statements were available at the meeting.

Current Account

Opening balance at 1st April 2012 

9,313.95

Receipts 

76,461.78

Total receipts

85,775.73

Transfer from dep ac

10,000.00

Total paid in to current ac

95,775.73

less, Payments 

67,576.22

Net balance

28,199.51

Receipts not on statement: 

-342.00

Unpresented cheques

3,717.75

Balance per Bank Statement 25th January 2013

31,575.26

Deposit Account

Balance at 1st April 2012

10,155.80

Interest to 3rd January 2013

4.00

Transfer to current ac

-10,000.00

Total

159.80



	260
	Budget performance

The Council received and noted a budget monitoring report.


	261
	The Parish Council and VAT 

The Council received the report of the Clerk on points raised at a recent SLCC VAT Course.  In particular, the course had covered the issue of grants and donations.

The Parish Council could receive unrestricted donations and in using this money to purchase equipment or services, could donate the equipment or services to others and  reclaim any VAT 

The Parish Council could receive restricted donations but in using this money any goods or services must be retained by the Parish Council and made available to all.  The VHMC and the Garden Club had confirmed that this was the case with regard to the tables that had been purchased recently and were stored in the Village Hall. 

The Council noted the position.



	262

	Communications

The Council was requested to consider nominating a new Champion for communications for the Parish.

RESOLVED: that this matter be deferred pending the possible election of new Councillors.



	263
	Matters raised by Councillors.   - (These are not normally discussed in depth but investigated and considered at the next meeting.)
Cllr Carter enquired if Exeter City Council were still port authority for the River Exe.  He was informed that this was the case although it was unlikely that any money would be spent on this.
Cllr Carter reported that the book recording incidents involving cyclists was now full and had been replaced.  He was asked to pass the full book to the Clerk.

Cllr Mrs Beatty reported that the ditch in Candy’s Field, where it ran into the drain was full of mud.
Cllr Mrs Beatty also reported that the school had dumped a load of sticks in candy’s Field on Wednesday 27th February 2013 and had not cleared them up.  These could pose an obstacle to the grass cutting contractor

Cllr Eastley thanked all those who had helped in dealing with flooding and contacting the Environment Agency.  Mr Mildenhall reported that he would be meeting Officers from the Environment Agency tomorrow to discuss integrity of the wall which had been affected by the build-up of water.



	264
	Items for Information

Notes of a meeting of the Otter to Exe Parishes on 29th January 2013




The meeting finished at 9.25pm
Chairman

