
 

 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF LYMPSTONE PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT 7.30PM ON 

MONDAY 17th FEBRUARY 2014 IN THE VILLAGE HALL.  

 

 

PRESENT: Councillors: P Acca C Carter 

  D Atkins R Eastley (Chairman) 

  Bailey R Estcourt 

  Mrs D Beatty Mrs K Rogers 

  Mrs J Clark Mrs T Scott 

 

Apologies:  Cllr R Longhurst 

 

Also Present: Mr Mark Reynolds (Website Editor) and 6 members of the public.  

 

 PUBLIC SESION 

Mr Reynolds introduced himself and reported that he had started removing out of date 

information from the website.  He asked for any new information to be sent to him for 

uploading.  He would circulate his contact details. 

 

Mr Tyrrell reported that houses in Longmeadow Road had suffered further sewage problems 

even though SWW had carried out repairs and cleaning of the sewer.  He suggested that there 

should be a prohibition on any new building until this problem had been solved.  The Council 

asked the Clerk to follow this up with SWW. 

 

306 Declarations of Interest 

Cllrs Bailey and Mrs Clark declared a prejudicial interest and Cllrs Eastley and Acca 

declared a personal interest in 13/2485/OUT  construction of 2 no detached dwellings and 

garages etc, Land to the South of Hollywell Nurseries, Courtlands Lane. 

 

307 Minutes 

RESOLVED: that subject to the word ‘read’ being changed to ‘précised’ in minute 285, the 

minutes of the meeting held on 3
rd

 February 2014 be confirmed as a correct record and 

signed by the Chairman. 

 

308 Planning Applications  

14/0264/FUL - Construction of detached garage incorporating studio accommodation, hall 

and wet room.  At Runaway, Courtlands Lane. OBJECT -This is capable of being a new and 

separate dwelling.  It is in the Green Wedge and outside the built-up Area Boundary.  It is 

also in the Coastal Preservation Zone 

14/0009/FUL - Extensions and alterations incorporating increase in roof height and provision 

of 2 no. dormers on West elevation at Limners, Strawberry Hill – amended plans - 

SUPPORT 

14/0255/VAR - 2 Strawberry Hill Removal of condition 3 of planning permission 02/P1400 

to allow independent residential occupation.  Site Visit  

 

 13/2747/FUL Construction of 4 no dwellings including new access road, 2 no garages 

and 6 no parking spaces.  Land to South-east of Nos. 15 & 16 Jackson Meadow, 

Cllr Mrs Clark withdrew from the meeting for this item.  

The Clerk reported that amended plans had been received that introduced a footway to the 

side of the access road, which had been narrowed to accommodate this.  These changes had 

been accepted by the Highway Authority.  

Mr Lill read a statement on behalf of the Jackson Meadow Residents Association 



 

 

emphasising that the layout was still a hazard to people, especially young children, in the 

area. 

The Council was also mindful that there was clear evidence that the sewerage system could 

not cope with existing loadings let alone any new development. 

 

OBJECT on the grounds of over-development of the site, highway and footway hazards and 

lack of capacity in the sewerage system. 

 

309 13/2485/OUT Outline application for the construction of 2 no detached dwellings and 

garages etc, Land to the South of Hollywell Nurseries, Courtlands Lane. 

Cllrs Bailey and Mrs Clark withdrew from the meeting for this item. 

The applicant has asked the Parish Council to request that this application is heard by the DM 

Committee due to the complex nature and competing arguments about the proposal. 

The Clerk reported that only the Ward members could make such a request and needed to 

cite clear planning reasons for this.  Where a parish council’s recommendation was different 

to the Planning officer’s view, an application would be put before the chairman of the DM 

Committee.  This would happen in this case.  Cllr Atkins informed the meeting that he would 

attend the Chairman’s meeting and would put forward the Parish Council’s view. 

RESOLVED: that the request be supported and that EDDC be requested to refer this 

application to the DM Committee. 

 

310 Hedge at Meadowgate.    
The Enforcement Officer has visited the site and found that the removal of the hedge did not 

need planning permission as it fell outside of the hedgerow regulations as it is within the 

curtilage of a dwelling, and the bank’s removal would only need permission if it fronted on 

to a highway used by vehicles.  In these circumstances he proposed to take no further action, 

RESOLVED: that EDDC be requested to review this decision on the grounds that the hedge 

was in the Conservation Area, was not in the curtilage of a dwelling and was in the green 

Wedge and was a hedge to an agricultural field. 

 

311 Neighbourhood Plan  

The Council noted that the deadline for expenditure of the Community Foundation grant was 

now 30th June 2014. 

Cllr Mrs Clark reported that the NP Group had met and started to prepare a provisional 

Action List for the policies contained in the Plan after it was formally adopted by the village 

after the referendum. 

 

312 Flooding of the River Clyst 

The Council discussed the Environment Agency decision and strategy to allow the River 

Clyst to flood around Topsham in the light of recent weather trends and extensive flooding in 

Somerset which had been caused, at least in part, by lack of dredging and preventive works.  

The Council was also mindful of extensive development at Cranbrook which would increase 

surface water flow into the River Clyst. 

RESOLVED: that the Environment Agency be requested to review their strategy of allowing 

the River Clyst to flood and to apply for government funding to meet the cost of works to 

prevent and control flooding in future.  

 

313 Organisation of meetings 

The Council received and considered a note of various Councillors views on ways of 

controlling the length of meetings.  Planning had been a major issue at recent meetings and 

so it was AGREED that this should be deferred until Cllr Longhurst returned. 

 



 

 

314 Office Photocopier 

The Clerk reported that the new photocopier was proving to be reliable and so the old 

machine was surplus to requirements.  He had made enquiries of adjoining Parish Councils 

and the Primary School but there was no demand.  Lympstone Pre-School were in need of a 

new machine and so he recommended that the machine and toner is donated to them. 

RESOLVED: that the old photocopier and toner be donated to Lympstone Pre-school. 

 

315 Exe Estuary Winter Forum 

This will be held from 6.30 – 9.30pm on 26th February 2014 at County Hall Topsham.  The 

Council is invited to attend.  Cllr Bailey volunteered to attend. 

 

316 Solar Farm, Coombe Farm 

The Council was reminded that RES are giving a presentation about this development on 

25th February 2014 at Woodbury Village Hall.  Parish Councillors are invited to attend at 

2.00pm.  The Exhibition is open to the Public from 3.00 – 7.00pm. 

 

317 Business items 

Amenities  

Cllr Bailey informed the Council that a tree in the hedge at Candy’s Field has fallen across 

the access to the village hall.  He thought that this was dangerous and so had asked Mr 

Tyrrell to remove it.  The Council supported this action. 

Cllr Acca reported on three quotations for tree works in Candy’s Field based on a DCC 

report in 2012.  In addition, a lateral brace to the lime tree needed replacing,  there was a 

dead Sorbus tree in the North-west corner to be removed and the cherry trees along the 

boundary with the tennis courts needed pruning. 

The Clerk informed the Council that one of the quotes was from a firm that employed his 

son-in-law. 

RESOLVED : 1 that the quote submitted by Dartmoor Tree Surgeons be accepted 

2 that The Clerk in consultation with Cllr Acca be authorised to accept a quote to replace the 

brace in the Lime tree and pruning the Cherry trees along the boundary needed and removing 

the dead Sorbus. 

Cllr Acca reported on quotes received for surfacing the new path from the School to Candy’s 

Field.  One quote had also included resurfacing the area from the school gate to the footpath 

in the sum of £1600 and had offered a discount if both jobs were done together. 

RESOLVED: that a meeting be held between DDC Highways, the school and Cllr Acca to 

discuss resurfacing the area in front of the school gates and if a joint scheme can be funded 

by the three partners then the quote submitted by be accepted. 

Burial Ground - Cllr Bailey reported that Mr Tyrrell had recommended three possible trees 

to replace the dead Mountain Ash tree.  He recommended trees that were about 10’ tall and 

would cost about £100 each. 

The Chairman offered a gift of a Red Oak tree that had a root ball and was approximately 8’ 

tall. 

RESOLVED: 1 that the offer of the Red Oak tree be accepted with thanks. 

2 that the Clerk in consultation with Cllr Bailey be authorised to agree a location for this tree. 

Environment - Cllr Eastley reported that sandbags were still being distributed.  DCC had 

cleared the highway gully at pretty corner and it appeared to be working. 

He had received new keys to the lock for The Green. 

RESOLVED: that an article be included in the next Lympstone Herald regarding sandbags. 

Travel and Transport including the Cycle Way. The Cycle Trail Action Group had been 

to a cabinet meeting at County Hall to present the petition and letters requesting an 

alternative route for the Exe Estuary Trail. A meeting was to be held with DCC Officers on 

19
th

 March 2014. 



 

 

Twinning - Cllr Mrs Scott reported that there were two large boxes of twinning memorabilia, 

a suitcase, some banners, a flag pole and two boule sets to be stored by the Parish Council.  

Cllr Atkins agreed to offer these a home, which was accepted with thanks. 

Village Hall – The Management Committee had been postponed until the accounts were 

ready.  Cllr Bailey asked Cllr Mrs Scott to raise the matter of the recycling bins being an 

eyesore at the entrance to the Cemetery.  Cllr Mrs Scott suggested that a screen fence could 

be erected to lessen the impact and agreed to suggest this to the VHMC. 

Cllr Atkins also pointed out that the hedge between the Village Hall and the Cemetery was 

the responsibility of the VHMC and needed cutting.  Mrs Scott agreed to raise this. 

Youth Club – In reply to Cllr Mrs Beatty, the Clerk reported that he was waiting for funds 

from DCC to show up on the bank statement and then would be ordering the Air Hockey 

table. 

 

318 Matters raised by Councillors 

Cllr Mrs Scott informed the meeting that the Flood Wardens and Flood Defence Volunteers 

had put in considerable effort over the last few months and suggested that they should be 

formally thanked by the Parish Council. 

The Chairman undertook to arrange a social evening for this purpose. 

Cllr Mrs Scott reported that the old BT telephone box in Trafalgar Road was now an eyesore.  

Cllr Mrs Rogers reported that BT was trying to find a new door for it.  It was AGREED to 

follow up this up with  BT. 

Cllr Mrs Scott reported that the hedge by the Toddler Play Area and behind the Youth Club 

in Candy’s Field needed cutting and the ditch needed clearing. 

There would be a Village Litter Pick starting at 10.30am on Saturday 8
th

 March 2014 from 

the Village Hall car park. 

Cllr Mrs Rogers had had a further meeting with DCC and EDDC officers regarding the 

garage site in Glebe Close.  EDDC were now costing some options for improvement. 

Cllr Bailey reported that there would be a Church service to commemorate those who had 

lost their lives in WWI and conflicts since then in the early evening of 4
th

 August 2014. 

There were funds available for the repair and maintenance of war memorials which was the 

responsibility of the Parish Council.  He agreed to pass details to the Clerk.  It was AGREED 

that this would be included on the next agenda. 

Cllr Estcourt reported on the pot holes in Longmeadow Road and was advised to notify DCC 

via their website. 

He also reported that DCC were holding a 45 day consultation period on the closure of all 

residential homes in the County.  This included Davey Court which was to have been a 

Centre of Excellence for the care of patients with Dementia, where his father was a resident.  

He intended to raise awareness of this and challenge any decision to close Davey Court. 

The Council noted Cllrs Estcourt’s interest in this matter and accepted that he would be 

acting as an individual in this matter and not as a Parish Councillor. 

 

319 Clerk’s Action Sheet 

This was deferred 

  

The meeting finished at 9.40pm. 

 

 

Chairman 


