
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE LYMPSTONE PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT 

7.30PM ON MONDAY 7
th

 APRIL 2014 IN THE VILLAGE HALL  

 

PRESENT: Councillors: P Acca R Eastley (Chairman) 

  D Atkins R Estcourt 

  J Bailey R Longhurst 

  Mrs D Beatty Mrs K Rogers 

  Mrs J Clark Mrs T Scott 

  C Carter  

 

Apologies: - The Police 

 

Also present: - 10 Members of the Public and District Councillor Ingham. 

 

 PUBLIC SESSION 

Mr Cotton asked why the public or interested people had not been invited to the multi-agency 

meeting to discuss flooding issues.  He also suggested that he had requested the Environment 

Agency to arrange this meeting due to problems at Pretty Corner but that this had not been 

discussed. 

The Chairman explained that the meeting had been arranged by the DCC Flood Resilience 

Team at the request of the Parish Council.  He and the Clerk had attended but no others from 

the village had been invited to avoid the meeting being dominated by any one issue. 

All Agencies were proposing works in the Village but they had to bid for funds and there was 

no guarantee of success. 

 

Mr Beer informed the meeting that he had sent two emails regarding parking prohibitions but 

had not received a reply.  The Clerk thought he had sent a reply but would check. 

 

Mr Tyrrell spoke on behalf of Mrs Doak of Quay Lane.  There had been a planning approval 

for works to the house next to hers which had affected her property but no Party Wall 

Agreement had been offered or completed.  EDDC had not informed Mrs Doak of the 

application and the owner had not informed her about any works. 

Cllr Longhurst confirmed that the application had been advertised on the telegraph pole at the 

end of Quay Lane and that all Parish Councillors had been invited to view the house before 

the application was submitted.  The application had been considered by the Parish Council 

and supported. 

Cllr Atkins agreed to look into the circumstances about the planning application but 

suggested that the Party Wall Agreement was a private matter.  Mrs Doak could seek advice 

from the CAB and then may need to consult her Solicitor. 

 

348 Declarations of Interest:  

There were no declarations at this point in the meeting. 

 

349 CTC-RM 1664 Challenge, 31
st
 May 2014. 

WO1 (RSM) P Gilby, Royal Marines and Mr J Trail gave a presentation about this challenge 

and addressed the meeting about how it would impact upon Lympstone. 

2014 was the 350
th

 Anniversary of the establishment of the Royal Marines and the challenge 

was a way of celebrating this and raising funds for Royal Marines Charities. 

A core team of six, supported by other service personnel would be skiing from north to south 

Norway, sailing from Norway to Cadiz, cycling from Cadiz to Cherbourg, canoeing from 

Cherbourg to Poole and then on the 26 May, they will begin the last phase of the challenge.  

From the Royal Marines Museum in Portsmouth, the Team will run a total of 1664km or 



1034 miles around England and across Scotland.  Passing through major towns and cities 

including Exeter, Plymouth, Bristol, Cardiff, Edinburgh, Glasgow, Deal and Reading, they 

will average 18 miles per day for a total of 58 days.  Along the way the aim will be to involve 

as many serving and retired Royal Marines as possible; the whole Royal Marines family will 

get involved.   During the run, the challenge team will visit as many Royal Marines Units and 

Royal Marines Association locations in southern England as possible.  The run and the 

challenge will culminate on the 25 July 2014 with a Corps RM 350 celebration moonlight 

marathon around the City of London finishing just prior to the start of the Royal Marines 

parade through the city. 

On 31
st
 May 2014, the Team, supported by 800 – 1000 other service personnel would be 

running from Exmouth to CTC – RM, through Lympstone, via the Exe Estuary Trail and 

roads through the centre of the Village.  There would be a Families Day at CTC-RM which 

would be open to all via a ticket which would cost £1.00.  The local organisers would be 

encouraging forces families to go to the Village to cheer the runners on their way.  This 

would bring opportunities for traders and others in the Village.  The Lympstone Band had 

been approached to play.  The school and other groups would also be invited to take part. 

 

Road closures were in place to protect the runners but roads could be opened as soon as the 

last runner had passed, to avoid disruption.  On this point, Councillors suggested that the 

roads could remain closed for a short time afterwards as there would be a lot of people in the 

roads leading to the centre of the village. 

The Exe Estuary Trail would not be closed but there should be room for cyclists and walkers.  

There would be adequate publicity for the event. 

 

WO Gilby and Mr Trail suggested that it would help if publicity could be given, bunting 

could be put up and the band could be encouraged to play. 

 

The Clerk was asked to arrange for the trees in The Avenue to be trimmed for this. 

 

Cllr Carter suggested that publicity could be given in the Lympstone Herald and this could be 

used to distribute tickets for the families’ day. 

 

Finally, the Chairman thanked WO Gilby and Mr Trail for attending and describing this 

exciting event. 

 

350 Minutes  

RESOLVED: that the Minutes of the meetings held on 3
rd

 and 17
th

 March be confirmed as a 

correct record and signed by the Chairman. 

 

351 Planning application 

Cllr Longhurst reported receipt of details for a replacement of the Old Slaughterhouse at 

Hulham Road. 

RESOLVED: that a Site visit be held with power to determine the Parish Council’s response. 

Cllr Longhurst reported that the application for oak Cottage that had previously been 

considered had been withdrawn and an LBC had been submitted instead.  The Parish Council 

had responded to the original application but it was now too late to respond to the LBC. 

He also reported on the application relating to a dormer at 32 Jackson Meadow.  This started 

as an application for a certificate of lawfulness, which was in appropriate in this case and so 

had been withdrawn and a planning application had been submitted, which had been 

determined without consulting the Parish Council. 

DCC had submitted a late consultation on the proposal to remove and relocate some of the 

portable classrooms at the primary school, following completion of the new building works.  



No comment was made. 

 

352 Planning Decisions  

14/0255/VAR - 2 Strawberry Hill Removal of condition 3 of planning permission 02/P1400 

to allow independent residential occupation.  APPROVED 

14/0306/FUL Construction of single and two storey rear extension to replace existing 

conservatory and construction of shed to rear of garage at Brook Cottage, Longmeadow Road 

APPROVED. 

14/0333/FUL Enlargement of existing dormer window to the rear elevation to create Juliet 

balcony at 2 Stafford Cottages, Sowden Lane - APPROVED 

14/0255/VAR - 2 Strawberry Hill Removal of condition 3 of planning permission 02/P1400 

to allow independent residential occupation APPROVED. 

 

353 Other Planning Matters 

Cllr Bailey had queried the role of the Planning champions in meeting prospective 

developers. 

Cllr Longhurst (Planning Champion) left the room for discussion on this item. 

The Clerk had suggested that this role was to inform enquirers of the local planning position, 

local needs and views.   

Members were concerned that meetings were not publicised and so in effect were held in 

secret.  This meant that the Council did not know the details of any matters that were 

discussed.  There had also been some public expression of concern at such meetings. 

Cllr Atkins reported that any EDDC Councillor who was lobbied by a developer had to 

declare this. Cllr Mrs Clark informed the meeting that Badger Homes had approached her for 

a meeting.  She had informed Cllr Longhurst and both of them met representatives of the 

Company. 

Cllr Ingham said that these meetings had developed in the last ten years.  Before that 

Councillors would never have met developers.  EDDC had a system of pre-application advice 

which was available to developers at a fee and this should be sufficient.  However, Cllr 

Estcourt said that EDDC planning advice was very poor. 

RESOLVED: that no planning discussions be held with developers prior to an application 

being submitted. (5 v 4 with 1 abstention). 

 

Cllr Longhurst returned to the room and was informed of the Council’s decision. 

 

354 Neighbourhood Planning update 

Cllr Mrs Clark reported a meeting had yet to be arranged with that EDDC Officers to discuss 

the queries that had been raised at the DM Committee.  Concern was expressed that EDDC 

officers had been consulted during the development of the Neighbourhood Plan but this 

appeared to be of no effect as it was planning officers who had now raised the queries. 

The Clerk reported an approach from Claire Rodway regarding this meeting.  He explained 

that EDDC had not yet approved the Neighbourhood Plan and so this should be achieved as 

soon as possible. 

 

Cllr Atkins and Cllr Ingham indicated that there were issues with the Local Plan that would 

affect the future of the Neighbourhood Plan but refused to give details at this stage. 

355 Police report 

The Chairman read out the Police report, which would be published in the Lympstone 

Herald. 

 

356 District Councillors’ Reports 

Cllr Ingham reported that the Inspector had been highly critical of the ED Local Plan and 



from this a considerable amount of work was required which would take EDDC at least two 

years to complete.  As things stood, the Neighbourhood Plan had to include and follow 

policies in the Local Plan and so this would also delay the Neighbourhood Plan adoption by 

the same period.  Members were concerned that the hard work put in by the Plan Working 

party would be to no avail if the Plan was delayed by a lengthy period.  It was also thought 

that a delay in the local Plan would encourage developers to seek planning approval for large 

housing development, to the detriment of the community wishes expressed in the 

Neighbourhood Plan. 

RESOLVED: that the advice of NALC be sought regarding the potential delays to the 

Neighbourhood Plan as a result of potential delays to the ED Local Plan. 

 

357 Chairman’s Report 

The Chairman gave details of the meeting with DCC Highways, EA, SWW and EDDC 

regarding flooding locations in the Parish.  All areas of recorded and potential flooding had 

been discussed.  The EA were proposing to dismantle and rebuild the wall of the Brook 

opposite the car park.  They were also proposing repairs and improvements to the sea wall 

and flood gates. The foul sewer return valve would be serviced by SWW.   DCC were aware 

of the need for works at the Slipway at Sowden End.  The Highways Team was aware of the 

need for works at Pretty Corner and the re-surfacing of Longmeadow Road.  At the moment, 

they did not have enough funds to deal with potholes but were awaiting a decision on 

additional government funding for this.  All schemes were subject to bids for regional 

funding. 

 

358 Exe Estuary Trail  

The notes of a meeting with DCC had been circulated.  Several Councillors congratulated 

Mrs Carter on the way she had controlled the meeting so that DCC listened and thought 

about the comments that were being made.  It was clear that DCC officers had started to 

think about the nature of the concerns about the number, type and behaviour of cyclists going 

through the Village.  They proposed a number of minor improvements to signage and 

carriageway markings.  They had been asked to include the centre of the Village in this. 

Nigel Flower was due to walk through the village with Mrs Carter on 23
rd

 April to see some 

of the problems. 

 

359 Matter raised by Members 

Cllr Longhurst had reported several faulty street lights to DCC.  He was informed that DCC 

Street Lighting Team had been in the Village last week and so these should have been 

repaired. 

Cllr Mrs Rogers asked for the garage site at Glebe Close to be included on the agenda for the 

next meeting. 

Cllr Mrs Scott had prepared the entry to the Best Kept Village Competition for the Chairman 

to sign.  Cllr Mrs Scott was congratulated on the organization and success of the litter pick 

on 5
th

 April 2014. 

 

The meeting closed at 9.55pm. 

Chairman    


