
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE LYMPSTONE PARISH COUNCIL HELD 

AT 7.30PM ON MONDAY 28
th

 APRIL 2014 IN THE VILLAGE HALL  

 

PRESENT: Councillors: P Acca R Eastley (Chairman) 

  J Bailey R Estcourt 

  Mrs D Beatty R Longhurst 

  Mrs J Clark Mrs K Rogers 

  C Carter Mrs T Scott 

    

 

Apologies: - Cllr D Atkins  

 

Also present: - 8 Members of the Public. 

 

 Flood Volunteers 

The Council held a Reception for the team of flood gate wardens together with Alfie Beer  

and Roger Stewart.  The Chairman on behalf of the whole community, thanked all the 

volunteers for the excellent service they had all given over the last winter.  There had been 

particularly heavy rainfall at the beginning of the winter and extremely high tides both of 

which had made their work more challenging than usual. 

He informed them that the Parish Council had met all the public bodies dealing with flooding 

to seek assurances that work would be done to reduce the risks to the Parish.  Schemes were 

planned but each authority had to bid for funds to carry out work. 

 

360 Planning applications 

14/0801/FUL Demolition of existing single storey infill and construction of replacement two 

storey infill extension,1 Hillside Cottages, Underhill - SUPPORT 

14/0910/FUL & 0911/LBC Reconstruction of part of boundary wall at Bridgethorpe House, 

The Strand – OBJECT. The remaining wall is probably the original wall to his property.  

Adding extra courses of double skinned brickwork will require extensive pruning to the 

laurels and removal of other shrubs, which contribute to the setting of this Listed Building in 

the Conservation Area. 

 

 PUBLIC SESSION 

Helen Dimond asked whether advice had been received from NALC regarding the impact of 

the failure of the Local plan on the Lympstone Neighbourhood Plan.  The Clerk informed the 

meeting that he consulted NALC, Locality and the Rural Services Network.  RSN had 

responded to say that there were other similar cases and so they were planning to make this 

part of their campaign for 2014.  The others had not yet responded. 

Mr Scott expressed concern that covering the footpath to Candy’s Field and surfacing the 

new car park would increase the flow of surface water down School Hill where the situation 

was already bad around the War memorial and entrance to the Church.  Drains and gullies 

were blocked and some had collapsed. 

Mr Mildenhall also reported that run-off from the Village Hall car park had been an issue for 

some years.  He informed the meeting that the Parish Council was responsible for 

maintenance of the whole car park and he hoped that they would live up to their 

responsibilities. 

 

 

 



361 Declarations of Interest:  

There were no declarations at this point in the meeting. 

 

362 Minutes  

RESOLVED: that subject to an addition to minute 353 to say that Cllr Mrs Clark had 

received an approach from Badger Homes, informed Cllr Longhurst and they had both met 

the developer and a comment from Cllr Estcourt that EDDC Planning advice was very poor 

in minute 354, the Minutes of the meeting held on 7
th

 April, 2014 be confirmed as a correct 

record and signed by the Chairman. 

 

363 Appointment of Planning Champion 

The Council consider the appointment of a new Planning Champion to replace Cllr 

Longhurst. 

Cllr Mrs Rogers offered to take this on for a trial period. 

 

RESOLVED: that Cllr Mrs Rogers be appointed Planning Champion 

 

364 Neighbourhood Planning update 

Cllr Mrs Clark reported that the meeting with EDDC Officers was to take place tomorrow.  

They had raised 11 comments some of which were extremely minor but a few were of more 

major significance.  A Schedule would be circulated.  Officers would be asked why they had 

not responded during informal consultation and how the delay to the Local plan would affect 

the Neighbourhood Plan. 

 

365 Commemorating the 100
th

 anniversary of the start of WWI 

a)  The Council received a letter from letter from Rev Hutchings setting out how the PCC 

were proposing the mark this event with a service on 4
th

 August 2014, as part of a national 

service and planting Northlew Poppy seeds in various places in the community. 

Cllr Bailey suggested planting some in the top corner of the cemetery and this was supported. 

 

b)  The Clerk submitted a quote from Woodbury Stone Masons for cleaning, repointing and 

re-lettering the War memorial.   

 

RESOLVED: 1 that a second quote be sought for this work and the Chairman and Cllr Bailey 

in consultation with the Clerk be authorised to accept the most suitable quote. 

2 that an application for funding is made to meet the cost of this work. 

 

366 Parking 

The Council received a very negative response from DCC to suggestions for parking 

prohibitions in the Parish.  The Clerk reported that a traffic order was being processed for 

Exmouth at the moment. 

RESOLVED: that this be referred to County Councillor Hughes for investigation as he 

guided the Parish Council through this matter. 

 

367 Garages and parking at Glebe Close  

Cllr Mrs Rogers reported that EDDC Officers were of the view that a retaining wall would 

have to be built along the boundary between the garage site and Jackson meadow in order to 

increase the area available for parking.  The cost was estimated to be £50,000 and this was 

prohibitive.  All garage sites were under review. 

 



The Council noted that no action was likely. 

368 Best Kept Village  
Cllr Mrs Scott reported that the entry for the Best Kept Village had now been submitted.  Cllr 

Estcourt congratulated Cllr Mrs Scott on the seamless organisation of the litter pick but he 

expressed dismay that litter was seen particularly on Strawberry Hill and Wotton Lane within 

two days of being cleared. 

 

Mrs Letcher reported that the WI was increasing the number of litter picks that they carried 

out to support the Best Kept Village Entry. 

 

Cllr Mrs Scott proposed a vote of thanks to all the litter pickers and hoped they would keep 

up the good work.   

 

The Clerk reported receipt of a quote for £195 for a deep clean of the toilets.  He was waiting 

for a second quote from a local company.  Cllr Mrs Scott expressed concern that this has not 

been done yet and also suggested that this might be an annual job.  It was agreed  

 

RESOLVED: 1 that the Clerk be authorised to accept a quote and put the work in hand. 

2 that the results be reviewed by the Clerk and Cllr Acca with a view to this being and annual 

job. 

 

The Clerk reported that the Station Adopters Group had funds to meet the cost of clearing 

part of the station embankment but had enquired about the possibility of regular maintenance.  

The Clerk had asked the Grounds Contractor to quote for this work.  Cllr Carter reported that 

a business in the Village may be willing to sponsor this work. 

 

Cllr Bailey thought that the EDDC road sweeper did not come into the Village.  He was 

asked to pursue this in his role of Travel and Transport Champion. 

 

The Clerk reported receipt of one quote for deep clean of the toilets and he was waiting for a 

second quote from a local contractor. 

RESOLVED: that the Clerk be authorised to accept the most suitable quote and proceed with 

the work. 

 

369 Business items: 

 

 

Amenities (Cllr Acca / Cllr Mrs Beatty) 

Trees in Candy’s Field – the Clerk submitted revised quotes for this work. 

RESOLVED: that the quote submitted by East Devon Tree Care be accepted subject to the 

usable timber being left on site and chippings not being put in the hedge.  The Clerk was also 

asked to enquire about removing the hornbeam growth from the hedge to allow easier 

maintenance. 

 

The play areas inspection report had been previously circulated. 

RESOLVED: that the Clerk be authorised to put remedial work in hand. 

 

The Council was asked to consider applying for funding to provide safety surfacing under the 

Activity Trail. 

RESOLVED: that the Clerk be authorised to make application to the MoD Community 

Covenant for this work. 

 



Resurfacing of footpath from School Hill to Candy’s Field – Funding from the Parishes 

Together Scheme had been confirmed.  The contractor, Kennford Tarmac was able to carry 

out the work during the next half-term break. 

A quote had also been received for re-surfacing the section from the school gates to the new 

footpath.   The Clerk had checked the deeds and confirmed that this area was within the 

Parish Council’s ownership. 

RESOLVED that the quote from Kennford Tarmac be accepted and the work be put in hand. 

The contractor to be asked to ensure a slight fall to Candy’s Field on the first section of path 

and a slight fall to the new car park on the second section. 

 

The Council had noted Mr Scott’s concern regarding surface water run-off and so it was 

AGREED that this matter should be considered at a future meeting, before surfacing the car 

park was considered. 

 

Some branches from trees that had been felled at Merrylands, Burgmanns Hill, had been 

dumped in Candy’s Field.  The Clerk was asked to write to the owner requiring these to be 

removed. 

 

Burial Ground.  Cllr Bailey and the Clerk had met in the cemetery to consider the trees and 

hedges.  He proposed that the new tree could be planted in the hedge at the end of the 

footpath and that a protective fence could be erected around the tree.  The Grounds contractor 

had been requested to quote for this work. 

The Clerk had agreed to remove the dead Rowan tree. 

 

Communications.  Cllr Estcourt reported that a meeting of this Group would be held on 29
th

 

May 2014.  Jenny Moon had started a campaign to tidy the telegraph poles and had put 

forward a suggestion of two new community notice boards.  Cllr Mrs Scott suggested that 

there was a need for a community notice board by the Council’s notice board in Trafalgar 

road. Costs and funding would be investigated. 

 

Environment.  Cllr Eastley reported that SWW had spent two days clearing choked gullies 

at the top of the village.  Cllr Bailey added that the gully at Pretty Corner was not draining 

away yesterday. 

 

Travel and Transport including the Cycle Way.  Cllr Bailey with Mrs Carter and the 

Clerk had met an Officer of DCC to consider safety issues in the village in connection with 

the number of cyclists who were passing through.  Cllr Carter asked for this to be included 

on the next agenda. 

 

Twinning.  Cllr Mrs Scott reported that both Twinning Committees were now disbanded. 

 

Village Hall.  Cllr Mrs Scott reported that a meeting was to be held with representatives of 

the Youth Club and VHMC tomorrow evening.  The waste bins had been rearranged and 

tidied, some hedge cutting had been done and the fish and chip van was now a regular Friday 

fixture. 

 

Youth Club.  Cllr Mrs Beatty reported that Eddie Mingo was repairing the front of the stage 

and had been asked to submit invoices for reimbursement. 

Cllr Acca had a new lock for the Project room and was asked to pass this to Cllr Mrs Beatty. 

Western Power has a grants Scheme.  It is recommended that application be made for a new 



boiler and other changes to the heating system. 

EDDC are now operating the Community buildings grant scheme.  It is recommended that an 

application be made for complete refurbishment of the toilets. 

 

The Clerk was asked to investigate both of these. 

 

370 Matters raised by other Councillors 

Cllr Longhurst reported that the hedge at Shepherds path was overgrown and required severe 

cutting back.  The Clerk was asked to write to the owners to ask them to cut this and failing 

any action that the Council would cut the hedge and recharge them. 

 

Cllr Mrs Scott reported that the hedge at the bottom of Strawberry Hill, being part of 

Lympstone House, needed cutting back.  Again the Clerk was asked to write to the owners. 

 

Cllr Estcourt asked who villagers or developers in the village could turn to for local planning 

advice.  It was suggested that they contact EDDC. 

 

The Chairman reported receipt of a letter from Lympstone Third Age project, thanking the 

Council for their grant. 

 

He also reported receipt of a letter from Mr Long of Pax Cottage, Longmeadow Road 

complaining about horse droppings on the road.  The Clerk read out a suggested reply which 

was accepted. 

 

371 Clerk’s Action Sheet. 

The Council received and noted the Clerk’s Action Sheet.  With regard to item 120, the 

Council were concerned that SWW had been clear that the problem of sewage surcharges 

could not be solved except at great expense.  The Clerk was asked to write to Hugo Swire 

MP to bring this to his attention. 

 

 

The meeting closed at 9.25pm. 

 

 

 

Chairman    

 

 


