
MINUTES A MEETING OF LYMPSTONE PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT 7.30PM ON 

MONDAY 10
TH

 JANUARY 2011 IN THE VILLAGE HALL.  

 

 

PRESENT: Councillors: R. Longhurst (Chairman) C Carter 

  P. Acca R Eastley 

  D. Atkins S Friend 

  J Bailey J Holman 

  Mrs D Beatty C Whiter 

 

Also Present: 2 Members of the Public, and County Councillor B. Hughes  

 

Apologies: District Councillor B. Ingham and the Police 

 

 

 PLANNING COMMITTEE 

1 10/2422/FUL Construction of side extension and dormer windows to front and rear roof slopes at 7 

Meadow Close - SUPPORT 

10/2440/FUL Construction of front porch at 4 Greenhill Avenue Defer for a site visit 

10/2492/FUL and 2493/CAC Demolition of existing garage and construction of new garage with 

accommodation over at Riverview, The Strand - Support 

 

 PUBLIC SESSION 

Mr Mildenhall asked if the Planning Committee could take a proactive approach to matters in the 

village.  He referred to the number of advertising boards that were now being used. 

Cllr Carter responded to say that the Committee normally kept its business to formal planning 

applications and documents.  Cllr Atkins also pointed out the need to support local business. 

Mr Stewart asked for a discussion on the lack of snow clearance and refuse collection.  The Chairman 

replied to say that he would raise this during his report and agreed to allow public discussion. 

Mr Mildenhall reported that the Village Hall accounts would show that turnover and financial surplus 

had both increased this year.  These would be available at the AGM. 

  

126 Minutes  

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meeting held on 6
th

 December 2010, be confirmed as a correct 

record and signed by the Chairman.  

 

127 Casual Vacancy  

Mr David Young of  Chestnut Ridge, Marley Drive had expressed an interest in joining the Parish 

Council 

RESOLVED: that Mr David Young be co-opted to fill the casual vacancy. 

Mr Young signed a Declaration of Acceptance of Office before the Clerk, and was welcomed to the 

Parish Council. 

 
128 Declarations of Interest 

No declarations were made at this point.   

 

129 District Councillors’ reports 

Cllr Atkins reported that the Government was relaxing the rules so that District Councillors could 

express a view on applications etc without losing the right to comment at District Council level. 

The Leader had instructed that work should stop on the LDF and SHLAA pending a review. 



The District Council would be producing a balanced budget.  There would be one Chief Executive and 

2 Deputies who would be supported by Managers.  Some staff had left and would not be replaced. 

 

130 Chairman’s Report 

The Chairman referred to the spell of extremely bad weather before Christmas and the disruption that 

had been caused in the Village due to lack of action by DCC and EDDC.  He expressed thanks to the 

three Village Postmen who had been able to make deliveries on every day except one.  

RESOLVED: that a letter be sent to Royal Mail congratulating these members of staff on their 

perseverance. 

He also expressed thanks to the numerous volunteers who had helped clear paths and roads in the 

Village in an attempt to make them safe for everyone to use.  In particular, he made reference to 

clearing Burgmanns Hill by Andy Love and his JCB, so that delivery vehicles could get into the 

Village to supply the shops and Pubs. 

He had contacted DCC to request clearance works but these had been no response.  The parish was not 

included on any clearance schedule and so no work could be expected in similar circumstances in 

future.  He suggested that the Parish Council should consider whether it might put its own 

arrangements in place.  Cllrs Atkins and Young agreed to consider this and report to a future meeting. 

Mr Stewart reminded the meeting that in the past salt and gritting lorries had been kept at various 

locations across the District.  Now they were all kept at Exeter.  This had resulted in extra cost in 

travelling in both directions.  One gritter had come towards Exmouth and had broken down and so no 

work had been done.  Both Mr Stewart and Cllr Bailey urged that pressure should be put on DCC to 

provide this service in future.  Cllr Atkins also asked for DCC to provide and fill Grit bins. Volunteers 

could be recruited to spread salt where needed. 

Mr Stewart also report that there had been no recycling waste collection in the Village for 3 ½ weeks 

and no landfill collection for 4 ½ weeks.  This was at the busiest period of the year.  This was also 

during a period when the EDDC Offices had been closed for 10 days over the Christmas period.  

When the waste collection had taken place, any bags left in the street had been collected and over-full 

bins had been emptied.  He felt that if this could be done now, it could be part of the service in future. 

Cllr Carter reported that the deadline for comment on Planning Applications had been extended to 

allow for the Christmas closure period. 

RESOLVED That EDDC be requested to ensure that a much improved service is given in future and 

that arrangements are put in place to cope with peaks of activity. 

The Chairman had received a request from Angela Coles regarding progress in works to Gulliford 

Cemetery.  The Clerk agreed to provide information. 

He had met Andrew Laney-Hubbard to discuss the future of the Church Rooms.  He did not think that 

a meeting with DCC would be worthwhile or that the Parish Council could be of help. 

DCC would be operating their selection policy which would mean that siblings of existing pupils 

would be offered a place even if they did not live in the Parish and consequent upon this, some 

children from the Parish would be allocated a place in a school in Exmouth. 

Cllr Eastley pointed out that this arrangement would involve pupils travelling in either direction and 

this did not fit in with DCC Green credentials. 

Cllr Bailey reminded the meeting that he was a member of the PCC.  A County Councillor was 

available to come to a meeting to explain the situation and the cluster group of Exmouth Schools.  The 
Clerk was asked to follow this up. 

The path behind the toilets was obstructed with brambles and overhanging trees.  These were also 

cutting out light from the toilets. 

RESOLVED: that the landowner, Mr Robin Telfer of Ellenthorpe, Underhill, be requested to carry out 

tidying works. 

The Parish Dinner would be held on either 18
th

 or 25
th

 February 2011.  He asked members to let him 

know which date they preferred. 



131 Posting of notices around the village  

Don Mildenhall as invited to talk about this matter.  He reminded the meeting that whilst fly-posting 

was illegal, DCC used their discretion with regard to adverts for local activities.  However, posters of 

a commercial nature or for events outside the Parish were now being posted. 

The Council felt that there should be a statement for managing this facility.  The Clerk was asked to 

prepare a protocol for the next meeting. 

 

132 County Councillor’s Report 

Cllr Hughes reported that there would be some minor improvements to Lympstone Station.  A sum of 

£23K had been identified for works at a number of stations. 

Phasing of the traffic lights at The saddlers was now back to normal but there was still some 

reinstatement work to do on the pavement. 

He felt that DCC staff had worked well during bad weather.  However, he hoped that some of the 

criteria for work would be reviewed. 

The Chairman pointed out that the Parish Council would be complaining about the lack of action in 

the Village. 

Jenny Lockett, the Exe Estuary Officer had resigned to take up a new post.  The process for recruiting 

a replacement would be put in place. 

The Deputy Area Engineer had confirmed that no remedial work would be carried out to re-open the 

drainage channel at Underhill.  In fact of the five issues of flooding that had been reported action was 

only to be taken in respect of the drain at The Saddlers. 

In reply to the Chairman, Cllr Hughes suggested that a letter might be sent to Cllr S Hughes regarding 

the lack of action in the Parish. 

Cllr Acca referred to the number and obstruction by signs on the pavement outside The Saddlers. 

Cllr Hughes was aware of these but felt there was need to support local business. 

 

133 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Payments for Approval  

RESOLVED: that the following payments be made: 

1562  Optima Graphics Herald printing 247.00 

1563  Lympstone Village hall Room hire 192.00 

1564  Scottish Power - Youth Club electricity 846.96 

1565  EDF Electricity for toilets 33.70 

1566  Mrs C Edworthy wages 186.00 

1567  Ms T Laney-Hubbard wages 111.00 

1568  A J Le Riche salary 742.14 

1569  Inland Revenue 113.35 

1570  BNM Design - website 3,200.00 

1571  Devon Contract Waste  VH Skips 246.48 

  TOTAL 5,918.63 
 

134 Financial summary 

The Council received the following financial summary: 

Opening balance at 1st April 2010 (adjusted) 8,412.47 

Receipts  41,532.42 

Total receipts 49,944.89 

Transfer from dep ac 10,000.00 

Total paid in to current ac 59,944.89 

less, Payments  49,078.72 

Net balance 10,866.17 

Receipts not on statement: Herald adverts -118.00 

Transfer from Dep ac 0.00 



Unpresented cheques 2,647.07 

Balance per Bank Statement (29th November 2010) 13,395.24 

  

Deposit Account  

Balance at 31/3/09 20,129.31 

Interest to November 13.04 

Transfer to current ac -10,000.00 

Total 10,142.35 

  
 

135 Reports of Committees: 
Affordable Housing: There would be a meeting at EDDC on 24

th
 January 2011. 

Amenities.  This was due to meet on 18
th

 January 2011 

Communications Committee: The notes of the inquorate meeting held on 20
th

 December 2010 were 

received and approved.  The Chairman expressed his thanks to Cllr Carter for setting up and running 

the existing website.  The new one was expected to ‘go live’ on 19
th

 January 2011.  Cllr Bailey felt 

that this meeting should not have taken place due to the bad weather.   

Environment Committee: This was due to meet on 13
th

 January 2011. 

Finance Committee: This would take place on 17
th

 January 2011 

Travel and Transport Committee: Cllr Friend agreed to call a meeting before the next Parish 

Council meeting. 

Youth Committee. This would take place on 18
th

 January 2011. 

PACT A meeting had taken place which included the Royal Marines.  They would be submitting a 

formal request to hold a similar exercise in 2011 and would be working with the Toddler Group and 

pre-school to prepare for this.   

 

136 Action List 

The Council reviewed the Action List 

Mr Mildenhall offered unlimited use of the Committee Room for the sum of £400pa.   

Allotments.  There would be a meeting of the Heathfield Trust shortly.  This would undo the changes 

that had been proposed over the last two years.  It was AGREED that this should be included on the 

next agenda. 

137 Matters raised by other Councillors 

Councillor Bailey queried the decision to convert the Project room in the Youth Club into a meeting 

room.  The Clerk explained that this decision had been taken in 2008, when the Lympstone Band had 

moved out.  Some work had started but the room was now in an unsafe state and needed work to make 

it so. 

 

138 Items for information, Copies were available at the meeting: 

a) DCC response to comments re Core Minerals Strategy 

b) Formal Closure of Lympstone Churchyard 

c) Closure of Courtlands Lane on 17 & 18
th

 March 2011 for works by East Lodge. 

d) Community Flood Planning Newsletter 

e) Changes to Mobile Library service 

f) Local Council Review Winter 2010 

g) Village Green  

h) Junk Mail  

 

  

 

Chairman 


