
LYMPSTONE FURRY 
DANCE

Saturday 4th August 2012

The Lympstone Furry Dance relies on the generous donations and support 
of local people and businesses. Thank you all.

THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS

Foreshaw Building Services Ltd
 

The Saddlers Arms

The Dog Show is 
sponsored by Jackie, 

Bob and Josh Spencer



Afternoon (in Candy’s Field)

1.00pm      Fete opening
1.30pm      Kagemusha Taiko Drummers
2.00pm      Fun Dog Show
3.30pm      Kagemusha Taiko Drummers
4.15pm      Lympstone SWT Band entertains
4.45pm      Grand Prize Draw
5.00pm      Fancy Dress Competition
 

IN THE PAST
The Lympstone Furry Dance has a long and colourful 
history although details of its early history are sketchy.

It is thought to date back to the early part of the last 
century, or even earlier, when local fishermen traded 
their catch for furs in Nova Scotia. The dance appears 
to have been part of the celebration of their return.

Slightly more is known about the origins 
of the dance step for the Lympstone 

dance. This was developed by Bill Chapman, the local band 
master, in 1933.  Thereafter, the dance was organised by the 
local village band once a year to help raise funds for the 
band.

Suspended during the Second World War, the Furry Dance 
started again in 1946.  Each year the band marched at the 

front of the parade and the dancers in fancy dress followed 
by Tom Kerslake and his top hat and tails; the whole procession 

weaving in and out of houses, pubs and clubs.

The band continued to organise the dance until 1999 when a group of villagers took 
over the responsibility and formed a committee called the “Friends of the Furry 
Dance”.

Tom Kerslake carried on leading the dance until the 1950s, then his son followed his 
footsteps until 1965 when he handed over the mantle to 20 year old Graham Wills. 
Graham has continued leading the dance to this day - only missing one year due to 
injury.

Evening

7.00pm
7.30pm
 
8.30pm
approx
9.30pm

TODAY
The annual tradition continues and on the first 
Saturday of August each year a host of colourful 
characters dance through the village spreading 
laughter all the way.

Gathering at the Globe Inn, the Lympstone 
South West Telecoms Band starts up the music 
and Graham Wills and new dance partner 
Margaret Cleverton kick up their heels and 
lead the dance. Hundreds of enthusiastic 
dancers, many in fancy dress, follow and wend 
their way through the village past the Swan Inn, 
Redwing Inn and the Saddlers Arms, cheered along 
by crowds lining the road.

Earlier in the day a whole host of activities takes place in Candy’s Field by the 
Village Hall - a car boot sale, pannier market, dog show and lots of the other 

activities for the children. Plus a colourful and entertaining fancy 
dress competition for young and old.

In the evening, while the dance flows, other street 
entertainers and musicians keep the crowds amused. 
Food and refreshments are also available.

Finally the day is rounded off with a spectacular 
firework display lighting up the village.

THE FURRY DANCE

PROGRAMME

Furry Dance starts (near the Globe Inn)
Morris Dancers - Sidmouth Steppers        
(outside the Swan Inn)
Furry Dance returns and 
Lympstone SWT Band entertains
Grand Finale - Fireworks in the 
Harbour
 


