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In the garden
GARDEN NEWS

TO ADVERTISE IN WEEKEND ECHO: Call Julie-Ann Reed on 01392 442476

Even if you don’t know much about horticulture, it would be impossible not to be impressed by the
transformation of a derelict mussel purification station into a enviable home and garden in Lympstone

Taste of heaven
on the banks of
the Exe estuary

IF heaven is a place on
Earth then I think I’ve
found it on the edge of the
Exe estuary.

Hidden away in Lymp-
stone is The Lookout, a
property unlike anything
you will have ever seen be-
fore.

Its hilltop location could
have made it a prime target
for a flash, intrusive
state-of-the-art home.

But luckily owners Will
and Jackie Michelmore
were intent on harmonising
it with its beautiful river-
side location and maximis-
ing the jaw-dropping
views.

In 2000 they purchased
the site, a former mussel
purification station which
the Ministry of Health es-
tablished in 1923.

Reminders of its past in-
cluded the former pump
house and four large cast
concrete filter beds — one
tidal — on just under two
acres of overgrown land,
half of which was being
eroded by the river at an
alarming rate.

After sympathetically re-
placing the sea wall, bull-
dozers cleared the site and
the ambitious project start-
ed taking shape.

It has taken six years to
create the garden, which
can be enjoyed as a circular
walk taking you through a
tucked-away jungle corner,
Mediterranean courtyard,
wildflower meadow, copse
and lookout point, which
has views stretching all the

way from Exmouth to
Whitestone.

Next weekend it is being
opened to the public for the
second year through the
National Gardens Scheme.

Jackie, 43, who designed
the garden, said: “The idea
is that when you arrive at
the house there is a huge
element of surprise as you
can’t see it from the road or
even the other side of the
river.

“The inside and outside
work together because ev-
erything is kept incredibly
simple and the palette of
colours is really minimal
inside to allow what’s out-
side to shout the loudest.”

That has meant planting
more than 1,000 native trees
alongside other naturalistic
planting. Building banks
has given the illusion of
merging house and land-
scape, and created different
layers for the plants.

Reclaimed items washed
up along the river, such as
driftwood and buoys, have
been used to make inter-
esting features.

Jackie, who has now been
inspired to set up her own
garden design business
Lookout Landscape, said:
“It’s not so much a garden:
it’s a frame for the view. It’s
designed to move your eye
over and through it to the
view beyond as that’s the
star of the show.

“We’ve tried to distance it
from anything urban so
that’s why there is grass
growing up the middle of
the drive.

“I also didn’t want to cre-

ate a maintenance night-
mare.

“The elements dictate
what plants should be here.
I’ve researched which
plants survive and sea tri-
alled them in my coastal
situation. I’ve also used lots
of grasses.

“It’s adrenaline garden-
ing because sometimes it’s
so windy you can barely
stand up.”

The Lookout, in Sowden
Lane, Lympstone, EX8 5HE,
is open to the public on
Friday, June 19, 2pm to
5pm, and Sunday, June 21,
2pm to 6pm. It is also open
by appointment to groups.
Telephone 07866 580471. The
garden is not suitable for
the disabled or toddlers.

BY ANITA MERRITT

The Lookout’s impressive pool area with it Mediterranean-style planting gives the impression of being somewhere in the South of France GARETH WILLIAMS EE040609_GW03_02

Jackie Michelmore, who owns The Lookout with her husband, Will, says she designed the garden to be a
frame for the amazing estuary views GARETH WILLIAMS EE040609_GW03_15/05

Variety is key
with campanula

Coriander adds
a touch of spice
IF you like Indian or Thai food
then you’ll know how important
coriander leaves are to add a
cooling flavour and vivid green
colour when garnishing dishes.

It also works particularly well in
home-made salsas and in some
Middle-Eastern dishes.

Despite its exotic flavour, it is
hardy and can be sown directly
into the soil in May in a sunny or
partially shaded spot, and sow
little and often. If you want both
leaves and seeds, buy separate
varieties named for either leaf or
seed production.

You can also sow leaf
coriander in pots on the patio.
Start cutting leaf coriander as
soon as the leaves are big
enough to use.

Sow plants for seed production
in full sun and leave to send up
2ft (60cm) flower stalks and
delicate, small white flowers in
summer.

By the end of summer, the
seeds will be developing. When
they have turned a buff colour,
cut the stems and hang them
upside down in a warm, airy
place and tie paper bags over the
flower heads to catch any seeds
that drop.

Keep mowing
to a minimum
HERE are three tips from In the
Garden on giving lawns a quick
trim:
1. Form a hard surface strip
about four inches (10cm) wide,
using bricks or concrete, at the
same level as the grass to form a
mowing edge at the base of walls
and fences. That way, you'll
eliminate the need for a strimmer.
2. Avoid obstacles in the lawn
such as seats, trees, bird tables
and play equipment, which is
difficult to mow around.
3. Design out any tight corners of
grass which are not wide enough
for mower access.

CAMPANULA come in all sizes,
from the delicate harebell to the
massive chimney bellflower which
tops seven feet (2.1 metres), so
there is a place for the
campanula in every garden.

Combining well with other
cottage garden favourites such as
white lilies and red peonies, they
also make good companions for
pink or cream shrub roses.

Border campanulas, in hues of
blue, white or pink, thrive in sun
or partial shade and some will
flower for weeks on end, such as
C lactiflora Prichard’s Variety. In
fact, Gardening Which? trials
found that C lactiflora and many
of its varieties have large trusses
of flowers lasting two to three
months over the summer.

Many of the taller varieties
need staking, but if you don’t
want to stake plants, focus on
smaller ones such as C
glomerata Dahurica, with its
clusters of deep purple flowers
from June to July. The dwarf
variety C lactiflora Pouffe, is a
mound-forming variety, growing to
just 12 inches (30cm) and
produces pale blue flowers from
June to October.

Campanulas are easy to grow,
but protect young plants from
slugs and snails.


