MINUTES OF A PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING OF LYMPSTONE PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT 7.30PM ON THURSDAY 27th SEPTEMBER 2018 IN THE VILLAGE HALL. 

	PRESENT:  

	Councillors 
	Mrs K Rogers (Chairman), P Acca, D Atkins and C Carter

	Clerk 
	Miss L Tyrrell

	County Councillors
	

	District Councillors 
	

	Public
	 6 members 

	
	

	Apologies 
	Cllr P Corcos, Cllr H Dimond, Cllr R Hilton and Cllr D Young 


Public Session
Members of the public were invited to speak as and when appropriate regarding each planning application.

89
Apologies

Cllr P Corcos, Cllr H Dimond, Cllr R Hilton and Cllr D Young 
81
To receive any Declarations of Interest

None

82
Planning Applications
Cllr Rogers was proposed by Cllr Atkins to Chair the Planning committee meeting.  Cllr Carter seconded. 

18/1474/FUL – Amendments to application for change of use from workshop and garage to single dwelling (omission of kerb and alterations to windows and doors)Land Adj Heathfield Longmeadow Road.
The following comments from members of the public were raised:

· Who actually owns the footpath?  Land registry has NO ownership of footpath recorded.  Landowner seems to have taken it upon himself to own the footpath.  How can you dig up the footpath when no one owns the land?

· Large lorries are already using the footpath in preparation for building works

· 12 inches of the bottom of the Devon bank is already eroded due to these lorries

· The footpath has a very weak culvert running under it

· Currently hindering the access to current properties and will not be able to access current properties

· 2 months ago BT started to dig up the footpath in preparation to lay a phone line

· What happens when services go in?

· The current Willow Tree has a TPO

· Feelings of distraught are being felt

· It seems to be planning by stealth

· The appeal document by the Inspector is flawed

· The planning department and decisions are not consistent in their approach towards different planning applications

· Our objections are being ignored and seem to have no value

· There should be a site visit made
Cllr Atkins read his report on this planning application and amended plans (see attached).  Unanimous support was shown by all Members of the Public and Council.  Cllr Carter proposed the report to be sent to East Devon Planning Team.  Cllr Rogers seconded.

RESOLVED that the Clerk send report to East Devon Planning with immediate effect.  

18/0869/FUL  - Conversion of two barns/stables to form one dwelling with a link extension, and use of remaining buildings for ancillary domestic purposes  at Strawberry Fields Livery Yard.
The following comments from members of the public were raised:
· It seemed to be up for approval on the strength of the last appeal document.

· The inspectors report is flawed.

· If permission is granted it will allow every out building and building in the Parish to be subject to approval for planning permission.

· Why are inspector’s reports for different Parishes not consistent on the same grounds?  Eg Exton which was refused planning.

It was also added by members of the public who strongly felt:
· Total lack of consistency in Planning Laws across different Parishes

The Planning committee agreed for Cllr Rogers to take forward these points raised to the DMC on the 2/10/18.  Cllr Acca proposed Cllr Rogers to represent the Parish Council.  Unan.  

Meeting closed:  8.10pm
Signed:

Date:
Heathfield further comment RE Application 2nd amended plan  (27/09/18)
I am asked by Lympstone Parish Council to make further representations in respect of the above application as amended yet again.

The further amendment only goes to prove that flooding of the area did take place before, by highlighting the fact that the kerb/hump was suggested in the first place.

As referred to previously by Alderman Atkins and others, as per your papers, I can only respectfully point out that a nearby comparable application in Exton, the resultant appeal notified to him is in direct opposition to development in the Green Wedge of ‘The Avenue’ off the A376 APP/1105/W/18/3196758 refers.

This highlights in my mind that inspectors are not singing from the same Song/Policy sheet.

It is clear no notice is (in the Heathfield application) taken of local views, the proposal flies in the face of all local concerns, dangers and increased over use of a Public Footpath.  The County Officer concerned has not made any comment because it is alleged she/he has not been informed.

The application states that foul sewage is to be discharged into the combined sewer.  This is the same sewer that is subject of a discussion within South West Water regarding its capacity, following problems with the discharge of surface water from the Longmeadow Road development.  Until this is satisfactorily resolved there should be no additional discharge to the sewer.  

The access way is not wide enough to accommodate a normal lorry as it completely fills the Footpath from hedge to property, no pedestrians could pass safely.  The Inspector at Exton covers all points raised by Lympstone Parish Council and objectors in this case.

It is our opinion that the Planning Authority should make strong representations to the Inspectorate and Minister and copied to Sir Hugo Swire MP.

This whole saga is based on a false premise, the Garage/Workshop was never intended to be so used and mis-information has been promoted.  This can only serve to open the flood gates of inappropriate proposals.  The Application should be refused and a Public Enquiry held.

If, despite these objections, the application is approved; permitted development rights for any extension or ancillary buildings within the curtilage should be removed.  

NB. There is no property directly to the East of the proposal, more to the North East, thus this development stands out alone in the GREEN WEDGE.

Lucy Tyrrell

Clerk to Lympstone Parish Council

In addition, I feel it is my duty to report to you the animosity rising from members of the public towards the Planning Department, Officers and how they are operating regarding planning applications and decisions taken when such opposition is seemingly being felt to be ignored.  In our Parish Planning meeting held 27/09/18 the following comments from members of the public were raised:
· Who actually owns the footpath?  Land registry has NO ownership of footpath recorded.  Landowner seems to have taken it upon himself to own the footpath.  How can you dig up the footpath when no one owns the land?

· Large lorries are already using the footpath in preparation for building works

· 12 inches of the bottom of the Devon bank is already eroded due to these lorries

· The footpath has a very weak culvert running under it

· Currently hindering the access to current properties and will not be able to access current properties

· 2 months ago BT started to dig up the footpath in preparation to lay a phone line

· What happens when services go in?

· The current Willow Tree has a TPO

· Feelings of distraught are being felt

· It seems to be planning by stealth

· The appeal document by the Inspector is flawed

· The planning department and decisions are not consistent in their approach towards different planning applications

· Why are different Parish inspector reports not consistent on the same grounds?

· Our objections are being ignored and seem to have no value

· Total lack of consistency in Planning Laws across different Parishes

· There should be a site visit made

