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 LYMPSTONE PARISH COUNCIL 
                                             Clerk to the Council: Miss L Tyrrell 

c/o Minnows, 
Longmeadow Road, 

Lympstone, Devon EX8 5LF                                                              
                                             Tel: 07890717081                                                      

 

 Email: lympstonepc@gmail.com 
www.lympstone.org 

 
 

22nd May 2024 
 

 
To All Members of the Planning and Transport Committee of the Parish Council, 

You are summoned to attend a Planning and Transport (P&T) Committee meeting of Lympstone Parish 

Council, to be held 6pm on Tuesday 28th May 2024 in the Meeting Room at the Village Hall.  The 

business to be transacted is set out below.   

Members of the Public are cordially invited to attend.   

The agenda and all attachments can be found online at www.lympstone.org.  
 

N. Linfoot  
Cllr N Linfoot 
Chairman to Planning and Transport Committee 

 
AGENDA 

 Public session  6.00 
 

P&T 24/9 INFORMATION: Apologies 
 

6.15 

P&T 24/10 INFORMATION: To receive any Declarations of Interest 
 

6.20 

P&T 24/11 ACTION: Minutes – To confirm the minutes of the Planning and 
Transport meeting held on 26th February 2024 (attached pgs 2 - 4). 
 

6.25 

P&T 24/12 ACTION: East Devon Local Plan (EDLP) and public consultation - 
Update all members with the emerging EDLP.  Lympstone PC public 
drop-in session considerations to be held 8th June 10am – 2pm in the 
Meeting Room of the village hall.  
 

6.30 

P&T 24/13 ACTION: Lympstone Neighbourhood Plan (LNP) – Identify 
appropriate questions to support the LNP. 
 

6.40 

P&T 24/14 DISCUSSION: Items for the next Agenda 6.50 

 

 

 

 

Chairman: Cllr Lisa Staddon  

Email: lstaddonlympstonepc@gmail.com                             

mailto:lympstone-pc@leriche6.wanadoo.co.uk
http://www.lympstone.org/


2 
 

Planning and Transport Committee 26th February 2024 

Present: Cllrs Linfoot, Francis, Staddon, Culhane, Minter and Gale-Hasleham (observer)  

Cllr Jung 

Members of Public: Ms Dimond 

P&T 24/1 Apologies: Cllr Moffat – work  

P&T 24/2 Declarations of Interest – Cllr Minter did declare he was a member of North 

Exmouth Residents Group but it was felt this did not amount to an interest that would 

exclude him from contributing 

P&T 24/3 Minutes – to confirm Minutes of Planning and Transport Meeting held on 27th 

November 2023 

Proposed: Cllr Linfoot, Seconded Cllr Minter – Unanimous 

The meeting progressed informally as a discussion group with Agenda items P&T 24/4 

Strategic Planning Committee) P&T 24/5 (Strategic Planning Resolution), P&T 24/6 (LPC 

next Steps) running concurrently. 

• This meeting was called to further discuss and prepare a stronger rebuttal to the 

initial urgent response, required at short notice, given to the Strategic Planning 

Committee’s resolution to reduce the green wedge by 77% in our Parish 

• Green wedges are a planning tool to prevent coalescence between settlements and 

only have a historic designation which Strategic Planning is challenging 

• Redefining these areas as Green Belt which has more legal protection was really 

designed for more urban city landscapes will unfortunately not be possible in this 

case 

• Past Planning Inspectorate decisions have given weight to retaining green wedge 

areas to prevent coalescence. 2012 Courtlands decision gave a figure of 450m 

wedge to prevent coalescence. Also mentioned in previous appeal decisions is 

proximity of a development to Pebblebed Heath  

• Coastal Preservation Area restricts but does not prevent development. It can protect 

view and habitats but other factors are needed to add weight to argument against 

development. (EDDC will review this designation in the summer – will it result in 

reduction like their green wedge review?) 

• Areas of Protected Woodland, Ancient Tree designations, Strategic Nature Areas, 

Nature Recovery all can restrict but not prevent development in themselves. These 

should be in addition to arguments to retain Green Wedges  

• There seems to be a mis-match and conflict between the aims of Nature Recovery 

strategies, due in the summer, and the planning strategies being considered now to 

meet housing targets Appendix maps A and B illustrate the changing situation in 

nature and environment where evenThe Devon Local Nature Partnership has issued 

guidance on the Devon Nature Recovery Network (NRN) Map, stating that it is a 

work in progress, and there may be errors. At the current time, we cannot know the 

full extent of how the newly designated Strategic Nature Areas will impact Lympstone 

Parish, nor the strength of planning protection for these areas. It is difficult not to 

conclude that EDDC Planning are simply looking to squeeze in some major housing 

developments before any of this happens. 

• Arguments to keep Green Wedges on the grounds they support wildlife and habitats 

are not justified in Planning terms as green Wedges were not designed for this 
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purpose. In real terms the two do overlap as they do undoubtably support wildlife and 

environment and are beneficial to nature.  

• If the Courtlands Fields are lost to development the houses there would count 

towards Exmouth’s total required – Lympstone would take a double hit! 

• It is desirable for everything north of new Dinan Way extension to be designated as 

Wedge to prevent large scale development and coalescence. This proposal gives 

that area west of A376 no protection at all 

• The place and value of Local and Neighbourhood Plans in this process. There was a 

general air of depression and futility that in order to meet housing targets the second 

tier of local government i.e. EDDC would totally override the ability of the first tier of 

local government, effectively taking away the voice and Parish Councils ability to 

shape their community growth and development despite various announcements that 

local people will be listened to and the NFPP policy of community led strategies. 

The way forward for the PC is to state, in its responses:  

• Strengthen their arguments that Green Wedges prevent coalescence 

• Expand their arguments for Coastal Protection, Strategic Nature Areas 

• Emphasise the local Grade 1 and Grade 2 listed areas of A la Ronde, Point of View 

and Courtlands Gardens while not needing protection in themselves do need a green 

buffer from development to maintain their setting and significance in the landscape 

• Lympstone has a high population density to green public space available therefore 

weight should be given to provision of SANGS areas which also provides a buffer 

between developments in Exmouth, Lympstone and Pebblebed Heath 

• Work with Exmouth and Woodbury, to all our benefit, on resisting this proposal – 

when is next joint meeting? 

• Emphasise the visual aspects of the Exe Estuary landscape should not be spoilt – 

what is the consequence for our region and the whole country if the landgrab to meet 

housing targets continues? 

• Demand strong planning conditions put in place if development is to go ahead so that 

it does not take place before or without the necessary infrastructure and 

environmental protections 

• Ask the Marines for their view on the reduction – would it affect their security or 

training needs? 

• Expand upon PC’s original response taking account of above: - Actions:- Cllrs Linfoot 

and Francis to work on coalescence and Listed items. Cllr Culhane to work on 

Nature/Environment and SANGS  

 

P&T LPC Response to Strategic Planning Resolution 

LPC to write to: 

• Michal Gove, Rebecca Pow, Simon Jupp 

• Candidates for next general Election – Paul Arnott (Lib), David Reed (Con), ? Steve 

Race (Lab), Ollie Davey (Green) 

• All other Parish Councils in East Devon attaching a copy of the letter to MP’s and 

inviting/requesting they write to their sitting MP 

• All Councillors who sit on Strategic Planning Committee including an updated 

response from the PC when complete 

• Ask Major Latham for RNMC view  

Action: Cllrs Linfoot and Minter to prepare draft letter  
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P&T 24/8 Items for next Agenda 

Next meeting as necessary depending on responses and new developments 

 

Meeting Closed: 7:10pm 

 

 

 


