When will it happen and what about the changing climate ?

The conditions described above may be considered to
become both more severe and perhaps more frequent
with our changing climate. We have seen increased
tidal height during the last five years. Heavy localised
rainfall, usually from occluded systems, has become
very much more common.

Both of these trends will continue. This means that the
Rainfall Risk and the Tidal Risk will have greater
impact and are likely to each become a more frequent
threat. The undesirable coincidence of them, the
Combined Risk and the worst case of our Perfect
Storm are each more likely to result in a severe
Impact.

So when might it happen ?
We see each of the elements a number of times each

yvear and they are currently individually robust enough
to result in the Perfect Storm if they arrive together.

That means it can happen this year or next but with an

Water temperatures
around our coasts
and in the Eastern
Atlantic have risen
very dramatically
enabling tropical
storm action to
develop with higher
saturation giving
potential for very
heavy rainfall, and
strong winds. Our
Perfect Storm in the
evolving climate
could well be a
tropical storm
reaching the South
West, which would
cause widespread
impact that the
county is ill
prepared for.

increasing probability as the years pass, assuming the current climate and
tidal trends. The combined probability of the elements all at maximum
impact occurring simultaneously in a particular year is not possible to predict.



