
Update on site allocations in the Newly Emerging Local Plan - 02-Dec-24 

 

As Joint Lead on Planning, I would like to thank members of this Council, our Clerk and residents who 

have given their continued time and dedication to responding to the pressure of the tight deadlines 

imposed by East Devon District Council’s emerging Local Plan.  

On 29th October, Cllr Minter, myself and several residents attended Day One of Strategic Planning’s site 

allocation committee meeting. Tensions and emotions ran high, as the Strategic Planning Committee 

was tasked with finding enough development sites to locate the houses needed to meet the 

government’s mandatory housing target.  

We were there for 10 hours from 9am to 7pm; Lympstone sites (even though said to be in Exmouth) 

were at the beginning of the day, other Lympstone sites at the end of the day. We left after this, but the 

meeting continued; Woodbury was next up. The meeting did not cover all sites, and was reconvened on 

Friday 1st November, which Cllr Minter also attended, in case any of our sites which had been previously 

‘moved on’ were revisited to make up the numbers. Thankfully, they were not. Sites which are currently 

not allocated are Lymp_09 (54 houses); Lymp_10a (100) and Lymp_10b (50) at the top of Wotton Lane 

all the way up LHS Hulham Road; also Lymp_17 (20) a woodland next to Marley Drive, and GH/ED/74 

(141) land at Strawberry Hill which was dismissed due to flood concerns. 

The following sites are allocated for development: 

 

Within the current boundary of Lympstone parish: 

LYMP_01 Land at 22 Underhill Crescent - 2 dwellings (approved 24/0674/FUL) 

GH/ED/73 Land south of Meeting Lane - 42 dwellings (approved 24/0301/MOUT) 

LYMP_07 Courtlands Cross - 100 dwellings 

Total 144 dwellings, except that LYMP_07 has been allocated to Exmouth. 

 

Along the current Lympstone-Exmouth boundary: 

LYMP_14 Below Coles Field - 59 dwellings (Lympstone boundary through the middle) 

Exmo_04 To the west of Marley Drive and The North of Higher Marley Road - 50 dwellings 

(Exmouth) 

Exmo_47 To the south of Summer Lane, just before the East Devon Way, Hulham Road - 15 

houses (Exmouth) 

 

Along the Lympstone-Woodbury boundary: 

GH/ED/72 Land north of Meeting Lane - 42 dwellings allocated (Woodbury) 

 

We continue to respond to planning applications, potential development sites, landscape and green 

corridor proposals, flood risk, water pollution and infrastructure concerns, as well as the proposed 

boundary changes. Our aim as always is to represent the community’s wishes and promote our current 

Neighbourhood Plan wherever possible, and try to get the best results for this parish. However, our 

hands are very much tied by the new government’s mandatory housing targets, and EDDC’s timeline. 



Unfortunately, this lack of flexibility has led to a site-first strategy whereby sites are decided before 

infrastructure requirements can be considered, something which I do not believe any of us are in favour 

of. 

Cllr Susie Culhane 

Joint Lead Planning & Transport 

 


