LYMPSTONE PARISH COUNCIL

Clerk to the Council: Miss L Tyrrell
c/o Minnows

Longmeadow Road

Lympstone

Devon

Email: lympstonepc@gmail.com
www.lympstone.org

25t October 2024

Dear Clir Arnott,

Lympstone Parish Council are writing to highlight serious concerns regarding the
process of identification and choice of EDLP sites for future development.

From 2022 to date, a huge amount of additional pressure has been placed on the
Parish Council members. Each Councillor volunteers a large amount of personal time
and dedication to improve and maintain the Parish they represent. They are the grass
roots of the governmental system and the first in line to be approached by members
of the public.

EDDC'’s processes regarding the identification of EDLP sites for development have
caused nothing but upset for members of the public and the PC since this process
started. Lympstone Parish Council (LPC) has repeatedly and tirelessly organised
public consultations, questionnaires, face-to-face meetings and responded to constant
correspondence at no cost to EDDC but at a large price for LPC. The process has
given little notice to LPC and its parishioners and little time for LPC and members of
the public to reflect and respond. Additionally, it has placed overwhelming and
negative pressure on the Parish Council and negatively impacted previously sound
working relationships with adjoining Councils. This has also placed an unacceptably
increased workload onto the Clerk of the Council to communicate quickly and
coherently with all Councillors, members of the public and other relevant groups; the
Clerk is LPC’s sole employee and has other continuing duties and expectations to
meet to serve the whole community, which the Clerk is unable to address due to the
amount of time taken to deal this current issue of the EDLP.

You have duly adhered to your statutory time limits which in effect have not allowed
the Parish Council to advertise and organise anything in their statutory time limit. The
entire process is now affecting Councillors’ mental health and well-being, seemingly
with no consideration or duty of care from EDDC members or Officers, who appear
unwilling or unable to respond in a more positive, collaborative manner when working
with smaller councils. Queries raised by LPC are often rejected rudely and
peremptorily, giving LPC the underserved impression that it and its views are
unimportant to EDDC, which raises the question as to why LPC’s feedback is being
sought by EDDC. The entire process appears a box-ticking exercise on the part of
EDDC, with little or no follow up or supportive interaction.


http://www.lympstone.org/

Since September 2024 the PC has suffered two avoidable resignations due to the
unnecessary and unwanted pressure from this process. There has been no positive
recognition or genuine gratitude for the additional work, time, resources and money
that LPC has invested in a process imposed by EDDC to seek, analyse and reflect
Parishioners’ opinions. LPC’s and its parishioners’ voices feel silenced as they don'’t
fit within EDDCs expected outcomes. So far, a two-year process has produced zero
results but instead caused smaller Councils to dissemble and be caught at the fore-
front of a crossfire between yourselves and members of the public.

EDDC appears to have no regard for the protection and retention of open spaces to
satisfy the unrealistic targets set down by the government. EDDC, as a responsible
Local Authority, should be raising their concerns with government, to get these targets
revised and at the very least held off until such times that plans are put in place and
carried out to resolve the many issues that the antiquated infrastructures are causing.
Put simply, it is not reasonable or responsible to keep building houses and overloading
inadequate systems simply to satisfy unrealistic targets set by the government.

A complete lack of leadership, appreciation, empathy and understanding is missing
from this process run by EDDC with sadly no consideration shown for the mental
health and well-being of the Parish Councillors and their Clerk.

Thank you for taking the time to read and consider the points raised in this letter.
Lympstone Parish Council looks forward to hearing from you.

Kindest Regards,

T

Lucy Tyrrell
Clerk and RFO to the Parish Council

Cc: EDDC CEO - T. Hendren, Assistant Director Planning Strateqgy and Development Management —
E. Freeman, Strategic Planning Committee members.

DCC ClIr R. Scott and Clir J. Trail.

David Reed MP.

East Devon Town and Parish Councils.
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