
Longitude

A talk by Graeme Wheeler for the Lympstone History Society
Friday the 20th of  March at 7.30 pm at The Village Hall

One of the greatest scientific and technological challenges of the 18th 
century was the search for a method of accurate navigation at sea.  A 
ship’s position North or South (or Latitude) could be calculated from the 
height of the sun at midday but its position East or West (Longitude) 
could only be estimated. The result was inaccurate sea maps and a sad 
loss of ships, crews and treasure. The problem was solved by John 
Harrrison, a carpenter from Yorkshire, whose first great invention was a 
clock made from wood. Harrison achieved a break through which 
revolutionised navigation so that within Harrison’s lifetime, James Cook 
was able to make such accurate charts that many are still in use today.  
How did Harrison achieve this and what was the great mystery left in his 
notebooks when he died in 1776?

Entry £3.50 for LHS members, £5 for non-members. Doors and bar open 6.45pm.


